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COMMON NOTES 2THE WEST VIRGINIA TEAM VISITS ROMANIA

Page 2
						

THE JOURNEY IS FUN
 1

Page 3
						

FLIGHTS AND LAY-OVERSIt took a long time to get to Romania, but we were ready to be entertaining while waiting for our next flight.
 2

Page 4
						

BUCHAREST2

Page 5
						

VISITING BUCHARESTAfter a short rest, we took a walking tour of Bucharest and then visited the Palace of Parliament, the Mogo-soaia Palace and the American Embassy.
 4
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PRESS CONFERENCE IN TÂRGU JIU3

Page 9
						

REPRESENTATIVES OF GORJ COUNTY AND THE MUSEUM GREET THE VISITORS FROM WEST VIRGINIA After the official speeches we enjoy fellowship with our friends.
 8
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THE PARK WITH THE WORKS OF BRANCUSI
 4
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12
 LEARNING ABOUT BRANCUSIOur guide taught us about the installation of the large works and also other museums that house his works. We also had a chilly stroll along the river front.

Page 14
						

EXPLORING THE MOUNTAINS5

Page 15
						

THE NEARBY MOUNTAINS BECKONED OUR STUDENTS TO EXPLOREOur hosts took the students on a nature hike to explore the nearby moun-tains. It felt a lot like home!
 14

Page 16
						

15

Page 17
						

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT6

Page 18
						

GARAGE BAND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENTOur teachers learn about Garage Band and how to use the app to create their digital mash-ups with their students. With help from a few students as well.
 17

Page 19
						

MUSICIAN REHEARSAL7

Page 20
						

THE MUSICIANS REHEARSE IN THE MUSEUMOur second full day in Târgu Ju was dedicated to musician rehearsal. One of the exhibits in the museum featured a grand piano which was used to re-hearse new collaborations this time including a violin student. On the next day of rehearsals, we had an interview with a local tv news channel.c
 19

Page 21
						

20

Page 22
						

TOURING GORJ COUNTY MUSEUM8

Page 23
						

LEARNING ABOUT THE RICH HISTORY OF GORJ COUNTY AND TÂRGU JIU
 We took a short break Saturday afternoon to learn more about the history of Gorj County by touring the museum.
 22
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Page 25
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Page 26
						

TOUR OF CURTISOARA FOLK VILLAGE9

Page 27
						

GORJ COUNTY MUSEUM ALSO CURATES AN HISTORIC VILLAGE We learned a lot about traditional Romanian architecture, and about life in historic Romania. When we were finished with the tour, we had a wonderful meal on the veranda of the former Prime Minister of Romania’s home. 26
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 MANCARE BUNA
 PRIENTENI BUNI

Page 30
						

TISMANA MONASTERY10

Page 31
						

A SHORT TRIP TO TISMANA MONASTERY
 We spent Sunday afternoon touring with a trip to Tismana first.
 30

Page 32
						

BRANCUSI’S BIRTHPLACE11

Page 33
						

A SHORT STOP TO LEARN ABOUT A FAMOUS SCULPTORIn between stops at the monasteries, we stopped at the birth-place of Constantin Brancusi and learned about his early life and the development of his artistic talent.
 32

Page 34
						

LAINICI MONASTERY12

Page 35
						

At the beautiful Lainici Monastery, we toured the origi-nal and the newer basilicas and then had a traditional Palm Sunday meal.
 34
 LAINICI MONASTERY TOUR AND MEAL

Page 36
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Page 37
						

SCHOOL CONCERT AND MASTER CLASSES
 13

Page 38
						

OUR TIME AT THE ARTS HIGH SCHOOLWe spent time with the students in the class and then performed the concert with the musicians. Our teachers and artists then did small master classes focusing on improvisation.
 37
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41
 After the school performance, two of our participants had an interview at the local
 television studio.

Page 43
						

BRAN CASTLE14

Page 44
						

BRAN CASTLE, NEAR BRASOVOne of the events that was eagerly anticipated by the students was the trip to Bran Castle. They learned the history of the area and that this castle was a favorite of Queen Maria of Romania. After the tour we enjoyed snacks and warm drinks in the market.
 43
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SITE SEEING IN SINAIA15

Page 48
						

A BEAUTIFUL MORNING IN THE RESORT TOWN OF SINAIAWe spent the morning exploring Sinaia and visiting the local Monastery before heading to Peles Castle.
 47
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PELES CASTLE16

Page 52
						

VISIT TO PELES CASTLEWe spent an afternoon touring the Peles Castle which was the favorite of King Carol II. This was designed by a German architect and is filled with ornate artwork and grand halls as well as a performance hall with a pipe organ.
 51
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THE TRANS-ALPINA HIGHWAY17

Page 56
						

ONE OF THE HIGHEST ROADS IN THE WORLDThis road was closed to traffic only the day before this trip! There was a small cultural museum as well as the breathtaking scenery.
 55

Page 57
						

56

Page 58
						

THE PUBLIC CONCERT18

Page 59
						

OUR FOLK MUSICIANS PERFORMED A PUBLIC CONCERT IN THE LOCAL SHOPPING MALL IN TÂRGU JIUThere was a large crowd to watch our folk musicians perform with the musicians from Târgu Jiu and to enjoy getting to know
 one another.
 58
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ON THE WAY TO SIBIU19

Page 63
						

WE STOPPED AT A MONASTERY ON THE WAY TO SIBIU
 This monastery was passed several times while we were traveling. We finally stopped and got a look at the beauty inside.
 62
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SIBIU20

Page 65
						

A BEAUTIFUL DAY IN SIBIUWe had a warm, sunny day to explore the city of Sibiu, also known as Hermannstadt.
 64
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DANUBE RIVER CRUISE21

Page 69
						

A CRUISE TO REMEMBER
 On one of our last days in Romania, we traveled to the Danube River where it borders Serbia and took a leisurely cruise through the beauti-ful countryside.
 68
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EASTER VIGIL AND FEAST22

Page 73
						

CELEBRATING EASTERN ORTHODOX EASTER WITH OUR ROMANIAN FRIENDSWe stayed up late to celebrate the Easter Vigil at the main cathedral in Târgu Jiu and then had a large feast with our friends the following afternoon.
 72
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ENDLESS COLUMN23

Page 77
						

ENDLESS FRIENDSHIPOn our way back to Bucharest, we made a stop at the Endless Column and experimented with photographic tricks and enjoyed one last morning in Târgu Jiu.
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DEPARTURE24

Page 79
						

OUR LAST NIGHT IN ROMANIAWe had a bitter-sweet ending to our trip. We were back in Bucharest and had an adventure to find a restaurant and make our plane in the morning. We had a lovely time and met many very nice people on our last night.
 78
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 PANA NE VOM INTALNI DIN NOU!
 UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN!
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