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            DENTAL TERMINOLOGY  د. ﻋﺻﺎم اﻟﺟوراﻧﻲ1 Dental terminology Dr.Issam Aljorani (BDS, MSc. Ortho.) Lecture 2 Some anatomical terms 1- Sagittal plane or the median: - it’s vertical plane, which divided any body into, left and right halves 2-coronal plane: - is vertical plane at right to median 3- Transverse or horizontal plane: - it is any plane at right angle to both Related to these planes are the following paired points on anatomical position * Medial: - closer to the midline of the body opposite to lateral *lateral: - its point further from midline of the body * Anterior: - mean the frontal surface of the body example: - anterior teeth * Posterior: - mean the far surface of the body example: - posterior teeth *superior: - mean the highest point of the body *inferior: - mean the lowest point of body The same word Ventral =anterior Dorsal = posterior Cephalic = toward the head Caudal = toward the tail Upper jaw = maxilla Lower jaw = mandible: - horseshoe shaped bone consist of the body and ramus. 
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DENTAL TERMINOLOGY د. عصام الجوراني
 1
 Dental terminology Dr.Issam Aljorani (BDS, MSc. Ortho.)
 Lecture 2
 Some anatomical terms 1- Sagittal plane or the median: - it’s vertical
 plane, which divided any body into, left and
 right halves
 2-coronal plane: - is vertical plane at right to
 median
 3- Transverse or horizontal plane: - it is any
 plane at right angle to both
 Related to these planes are the following paired points on anatomical position
 * Medial: - closer to the midline of the body opposite to lateral
 *lateral: - its point further from midline of the body
 * Anterior: - mean the frontal surface of the body
 example: - anterior teeth
 * Posterior: - mean the far surface of the body example:
 - posterior teeth
 *superior: - mean the highest point of the body
 *inferior: - mean the lowest point of body
 The same word
 Ventral =anterior
 Dorsal = posterior
 Cephalic = toward the head
 Caudal = toward the tail
 Upper jaw = maxilla
 Lower jaw = mandible: - horseshoe shaped bone consist
 of the body and ramus.
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 2
 Infection Control terms Disease Conditions Disease (pathological condition of the body, abnormal condition) manifests its presence
 through symptoms (perceptible change in the body or body function), which
 may be objective or subjective. Objective symptoms, also called signs, are
 evidence observed by someone other than the patient, for example, edema
 (swelling). Subjective symptoms are evidence of a disease as reported by the patient, for
 example, odontalgia (toothache).
 An assortment of signs and symptoms grouped together that characterize a disease is called a
 syndrome (running together).
 The study of disease is called pathology. Pathologists search for disease
 etiology (cause of the disease). Symptoms and signs are used to form a
 diagnosis (denoting name of disease), and a prognosis is a prediction about
 the course of the disease.
 Disease Terms Acute (sharp, severe): describes immediate symptoms such as high fever and pain or distress.
 Chronic (not acute, drawn out): describes a condition present over a long time, often without
 an endpoint, such as a chronic fatigue and anemia.
 Epidemic (among people or widespread): a condition prevalent over a wide population, such
 as many cases of flu or typhoid in an area.
 Pandemic (all people involved): a disease that is more widespread than an epidemic, occurring
 over a large geographical area and populace, sometimes worldwide.
 Endemic (in people): disease(s) occurring continuously in the same population or locality.
 Classification of Diseases Exogenous (produced outside): refers to causes outside the body, such as illnesses arising
 from trauma, radiation, hypothermia, and so on.
 Endogenous (arising from within the cell or organism): refers to causes arising from within
 the body, such as infections and tumors.
 Congenital (present from birth): refers to condition inherited from parents, such as cystic
 fibrosis.
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 3
 Degenerative (breaking down): refers to conditions resulting from natural aging of the body,
 such as arthritis.
 Opportunistic (taking advantage of): refers to disease or infection occurring when body
 resistance is lowered, such as with fungal, bacterial, and viral infections.
 Causes of Disease and Infection Diseases may be caused by a number of pathogenic
 (disease producing) microorganisms, including
 bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens.
 Bacteria (singular, bacterium) are one-celled, plantlike
 microorganisms lacking chlorophyll. These microorganisms have three principal forms:
 oval/rounded, rod-shaped, and spiral.
 Viruses are tiny parasitic organisms that cause diseases such as
 polio, hepatitis, smallpox, colds, HIV, herpes, and influenza,
 among many others. Viruses require living matter to reproduce
 and grow.
 Immunity Factors Immunity (resistance to organisms due to previous exposure)
 Immunocompromised having a weakened immune system,
 resulting from drugs, irradiation, disease such as AIDS, or
 malnutrition.
 Inoculation: injection of microorganisms, serum, or toxin into the
 body.
 Vaccination: inoculation with weakened or dead microbes.
 Antigen: substance that induces the body to form antibodies.
 Antibody: protein substance produced by the body in response to an
 antigen.
 Vaccine: solution of killed or weakened infectious agents injected to produce immunity.
 Disease Prevention
 Prevention is the best protection method to combat disease and infection in the dental facility.
 Disinfection: application of chemicals to kill, reduce, or eliminate germs.
 Sterilization: the process of destroying all microorganisms.
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 All instruments and dental equipment should be sterilized after each use. Some Methods used
 to sterilize or disinfect are the following:
 Autoclave: apparatus for sterilization by steam pressure. Temperature (121°C, 250°F),
 pressure (15 psi), and time (20 minutes) are regulated.
 Dry heat sterilization: oven apparatus used for a hot air bake at high temperature (170°C,
 340°F) for a longer period of time (2 hours). This method is not useful for plastic materials or
 some paper objects.
 Chemical agents: liquids containing chemicals that kill microbes and spores and require
 longer immersion time. Some chemicals may be disinfectants and/ or sterilizers. Chemicals
 classified as sterilants require long (6–10 hours) soaking to kill spores.
 Examination and Prevention terms One of the most important visits to the dental office is the initial examination. During this
 appointment, the dentist assesses the patient’s general and dental health.
 Vital Signs
 Vital signs include blood pressure, respiration, temperature, pulse, and pain. These signs may
 not be taken and recorded at each visit, but during the first, or initial, examination it is
 important to obtain these measurements. The initial findings, recorded as the baseline vital
 signs, may be used to determine the present condition and also as a comparison or standard
 for future visits by the patient.
 Pulse
 Pulse is the beating force for blood circulating through arteries,
 which is classified according to rate, rhythm, and condition.
 Pulse counts may be taken at various body areas.
 v Bradycardia: pulse rate under 60 beats per minute (bpm).
 v Tachycardia: an abnormal condition of pulse rates over
 100 bpm.
 Respiration
 Respiration is the inhaling or breathing in of oxygen and the exhaling or expelling of carbon
 dioxide. One respiration count requires an inspiration (breathing in) and an expiration
 (breathing out).
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 v Apnea: cessation of breathing, usually temporary
 v Dyspnea: out of breath; difficult or labored breathing.
 Temperature
 Temperature is the balance of heat loss and production in a body and may be taken at
 various sites. Terms relating to temperature are:
 Fever: elevated body temperature, usually considered over 38.3°C (100–103°F).
 Hyperthermia: body temperature exceeding 40°C (104°F).
 Hypothermia: body temperature, below 35°C (95°F).
 Dr.Issam M. Abdullah Aljorani
 BDS, MSc. Ortho. [email protected]
 2018
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