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Legal Terminology in Amharic

Translator: Shimelis Bogale* Editors: Aynalem** Liyu***

A

Access ()

(Yemegobignit Mebit) :

Accused ()

(Tekesash): /

Acquittal ()

(Mesenabet): /

Act ()

(Dinigage):

/

Action ()

(Ermija):

Actus Reus ( )

/ (yegizufawinet fire neger/ yedirgit kifil):

/

Adjournment ()

(Ketero):


	
2

Adoption ()

(Gudifecha):

Affidavit ()

(Kale Mehala):

Affidavit of Service ( )

(Silemadres yemiset kalemehala):

Affirmation ()

(Maregagecha): /

Alternative Dispute Resolution(ADR) [ ]

(Amarach yegichit afetat):

Arbitration ()

(Giligil): /

Collaborative Family Law ( )

(Yebeteseb irq hig):

Mediation ()

(Shimigilina):

Amicus Curiae ( : ())

(Yefird bet Agar):

Annulment ()

(Mafres):
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Answer ()

(melese):

Appeal ()

(yigibagn):

Appellant ()

(yigbagn bay):

Applicant ()

(Amelkach):

Apprehend ()

(Maqreb): (1) (2)

Arraignment ()

/

Arrears ()

(Wizif):

Arrest ()

(Bekutitir sir mawal):

Assessment ()

(Mizena): (1) (2) :

(3)

(4) / Attorney ()

(Tebeqa):
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B

Bail ()

(Wastena)

Balance of Probabilities ( )

Bankrupt ()

(Yekesere):

Bankruptcy: ()

(Kisara):

Bar: ()

(1) (2)

Barrister ()

lawyers

Bench: ()

(Chilot): (1)

/ (2) Beneficiary ()

(Tetekami) Tekebay:

Best Interest of the Child ( )

(Yelij Melkam Tikim):
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Beyond a Reasonable Doubt ( )

(yale andach tiritare):

Bill ()

(Rekik hig):

House of Commons

Binding ()

(Asgedaj): Bond ()

(Masyazha): / Breach ()

(Metas):

Burden of Proof [ ]

(Yemasredat Shekim):

Balance of probabilities ( )

C

Case ()

(Guday):

Case Conference ( )

(Yeguday conference):

()
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Case Event List ( )

(Yeguday mereha gibir):

Case Law ( )

(Yewisane hig):

Case Management ( )

(Yeguday ayayaz):

Cause of Action ( )

(Yekis mekiniyat):

Caveat ()

Certificate ()

(yemisikir woreket):

Certify ()

()(Maregaget(kiji)):

Charter ()

:

Child ()

(Hitsan): /

18 18
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Child Abduction ( )

(Yehitsan telefa):

Child Abuse ( )

(Yehtsanat tikat):

Child in need of protection ( )

(Yehtsanat tibeka):

Child Support ( )

/ (Yelij Qeleb):

Child Support Guidelines ( )

(Yehtsanat degaf memeriya):

Child Welfare ( )

(Yehtsanat Dehininet):

Civil Law: :

(1)

(2)

Claims ()

(Yeyigebagnal tiyake): (1) (2)

/

Statement of claim ( )

(Yekis mamelkecha):
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Cohabitation ()

(Ende baal ena misit menor):

Cohabitation agreement ( )

(Endebaal ena mist yemenor simiminet):

Collaborative family law ( )

(Yetegabiwoch yemeleyayet simiminet hidet):

Commission ()

: (1) (2)

(3)

(4)

Common Law ( )

Competence ()

(beqat):

Complainant ()

(yegil tebeday):

Conference ()

(conference):

Case conference ()


	
9

(Yeguday wiyiyit):

Pre-trial conference ( )

(Yekidme chilot wiyiyit) :

-

Confession ()

(Yeimnet kaal):

Consecutive Sentence

(Teketatay kitatoch):

Concurrent Sentence

(tederarabi kitat):

Consent ()

(feqad):

Consent order ( )

(Yefeqad teizaz):

Contempt of Court ( )

(Chilot Medifer): /
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Contest()

(Meqawem):

Contract ()

(Wiel):

Controlled Act and Substances Act ( )

(Yeadenzazh eatse Hig):

Conviction()

(Yetifategnet firid): (1)

(2)

Corollary Relief ( )

Costs ()

(Wechi):

Counsel()

(Amakari Tebeqa):

Count ()

(Yekis zirzir):

Court

(Fird bet):

Supreme Court of Canada ( )

:
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Court of Appeal ( )

(Yegbagn semi fird bet):

Superior Court of Justice ( )

(Teqlay fird bet):

50,000

Family Court ( )

(Yebeteseb fird bet):

Small Claims Court ( )

(Yeanestegna Kisoch firid bet):

50,000

Creditor: ()

(Bale genzeb):

Criminal Code of Canada ( )

(Yekanada yewenijel hig):

Criminal Law ( )

(yewenjel hig):

Criminal Record ( )

(Yewenjel record):
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Cross-Examination [ ]

(Mesqelegna tiyaqe):

Crown: ()

(1) (2) /

Crown Attorney ( )

: (aqabe hig): ()

Crown Prosecution ( )

(Yemengist tebeqa kis yemiyaqerbibet hidet):

Custody ()

(tibeka): (1) / (2)

Joint Custody ( )

(Yegara tibeqa)

Shared Custody ( )

(Yetekefafele tibeqa): 40%

Sole Custody ( )

(Bichegna tibeqa)
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Split Custody ( )

(Yetenal tibeqa)

/

D

Damages ()

(Kasa):

Aggravated Damages ( )

(yekebede kasa):

General Damages ( )

(Ateqalay kasa):

Nominal Damages ( )

(Temsaletawi kasa):

Non-Pecuniary damages: ( )

(genzeb nek yalhone kasa):

Pecuniary damages ( )

(genzeb nek yegudat kasa):

Punitive damages: ( )

(Yekitat kasa):

Special damages ( )

(Liyu kasa):
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De Novo (Hearing): ( )

Debtor ()

(Bale ida):

Declaration (

(Meglecha):

Defence ()

(Mekelakeya):

Defense Counsel ( )

(Tekelakay tebeqa):

Defendant

(Tekesash):

Dependent ()

(Tigegna):

Deponent: ()

(Kaal sechi):

Deposition: ()

(Yemehala maregagecha):

Direct Evidence ( )

(Ketitegna masreja): /

Direct Examination ( )

(Wana tiyaqe):

Discharge ()
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(Meleqeq): /

Absolute discharge ( )

(fitsum meleqeq):

Conditional Discharge ( )

(Behuneta Meleqeq):

Disclosure ()

(Megilecha):

Discovery

(Masreja masaweq):

Dismissal ()

(Masenabet):

Disposition: ()

(Yemecheresha wusane): (

Diversion ()

(Melewet):

Division of Property ( )

(nibret kififil):

Divorce: ()

(Fichi):
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Docket ()

(Mezgeb): (1)

/ (2)

Domestic Violence ( )

(Yebet wust tiqat):

Duress ()

(Megeded):

Duty Counsel ( )

(Mengist yemiyakomew tebeqa):

Endorse:

(Maregaget): (1) (2)

(3) (4)

/ E

Enforcement ()

(Masfetsem):

Equalization Payment ( )

(Yemametategna kifiya):

/

Estate ()

/ (Habet/Nibret):


	
17

Evidence ()

(Masreja):

Direct Evidence ( )

(Qetitegna Masreja):

Expert Evidence ( )

(Yebalemuya masreja):

Hearsay evidence ( )

(Yesemi semi Masreja):

Ex Parte ( )

Examination ()

(Mirmera):

Exclusive Possession of the Matrimonial Home ( )

(Yegara Menorian Bebichegninet Meyaz):

Execution: ()

(Afetsatsem):

Exhibit: ():

Expert ()

(Balemuya):
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Extraordinary Expenses: ( )

(Liyu Wechiwoch):

F

Factum ()

(Yefire Neger Matekaleya):

Family Court ( )

/ (Yebeteseb Chilot/ Fird Bet):

(Provincial Court)

(Court of Queens Bench)

Family Law ( )

(Yebeteseb Hig):

Family Law Act ( )

(Yebeteseb Hig):

(Divorce Act)

Fees ()

(Kifiya):

Fiduciary ()

(Bale Adera):

Final Order ( )

(Yemecheresha Tiizaz):

Financial Statement ( )

(Yehisab Meglecha):
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Fine ()

(Yegenzeb Kitat):

G

Garnishee: ()

(Bale Adera):

Garnishment: ()

(Yeadera Simiminet):

Guardian/Guardian ad litem ( )

/ (Asadagi/Mogzit):

Guilty ()

(Tifategna):

H

Hearing ()

(Yekis Masmat):

Hearsay evidence ( )

(Yesemi Sami Masreja):

Holograph Will ( )

(Betenazazhu tsihuf yemidereg nuzaze):
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Homicide: ()

(Nebsi Matifat):

(infanticide)

Hybrid offence ( )

(Diqil Wenjel):

I

Illegal: ()

(Hige Wet):

Imprisonment ()

(Isirat):

Imputed income ( )

(Befird bet yemikoter Gebi):

In Camera ( )

(Zig Chilot):

Incarceration: ()

(Isirat):

Indictable Offence ( )

(Kebad Wenjel):

Indictment ()

(Mekeses): /

(Court of Queens

Bench)
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Information ()

(Mereja):

(Provincial Courts)

Injunction ()

/ (Tiezaz/Igid):

Inquest ()

(Mirmera):

Insolvency ()

(Edan lemekifel mesan):

Interest Rate: ( )

(Yeweled Mitane):

Interim or interlocutory order ( )

(Gizeyawi Tizaz):

Intestate: ()

(Yale Nuzaze):

J

Joint Custody ( )

/ (Yegara Asdaginet/ tibeka):

Joint Liability ( )

(Yeandnet teteyakinet):
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Judge ()

(Dagna):

Judgment: ()

(firid): ()

Default Judgment ( )

(Yegudlet fird):

)

Summary Judgment ( )

(Yetefatene sine sireat):

Judgment Creditor ( )

(Yefird balemebt):

Judgment Debtor ( )

(Yefirid bale ida): ()

Judicial Interim Release ( )

(Befird bet beshigigir melekek):

Jurisdiction ()

(Yefirird siltan):

Jury ()

Justice ()

(fitihi): (1) (2) /
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Justice of the Peace: ( )

(Yefirid officer):

L

Law ()

(hig):

Lawyer ()

(tebeqa):

Legal Aid ( )

(Netsa yehig digaf):

Legislation ()

(Hig):

Liability ()

(Teteyakinet):

Absolute Liability ( )

(fitsum halafinet):

Joint liability ( )

(Yegara halafinet):

Limited Liability ( )

(Wisin halafinet):
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Several Liability ( )

(Yetenatil halafinet):

Strict Liability ( )

(Atifi sayhon halfi mehon):

Vicarious liability ( )

(Lelela sew tegbar alafinet):

Limitation Period ( )

(Yeyirga zemen)

Litigation ()

(Mugit):

M

Master ()

Matrimonial Home ( )

(Yetegabiwoch menoria):

Mediation ()

(Shimigilina):

Mediator: ()

(Shimagile):
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Mens Rea: ( )

(Yewenjel hasab):

/

Mentally Incapable ( )

(Yeaimero chilota yelelew):

Minor ()

(Le akale meten yalderese): /

18

19

Minutes of Settlement ( )

(Yesimiminet kale gubae):

/

Misrepresentation ()

(Andin neger azabto makreb) Yetesasate menged):

Mitigation ()

(Gudat mekenes):

Motion ()

(Abetuta):

N

Neglect ()

(Cheleleta):
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Negligence ()

(chelitegnet):

No Contact Order ( )

(Yekilkela teizaz):

Nominal Damages ( )

(Temsaletawi Kasa):

Non-Pecuniary Damages ( )

(genzeb nek yalhone kasa):

Notary/ Notary Public (/ )

(Yekibir mezigeb shum): /

Notice

(Mastenkekiya):

O

Oath ()

(Mehala):

/

Offence

/ (Tifat/Wenjel):

Hybrid offence ( )

(Dikala tifat /wonjel):
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Indictable Offence ( )

(Kebad wonjel):

Quasi-Criminal Offence

(Kefil yewenjel dirgit/denb metelalef):

Regulatory Offence (

(denib metelalef):

Summary Conviction Offence:

: (Betefatene yekis sinesireat yemitayu

wenjeloch):

6 5,500

Omission:

(Yalemadreg):

Order

(Teizaz):

Final Order

(Yemecheresha teizaz):

Interim or Interlocutory Order

(Yeshigigir weyim gizeyawi teizaz):

Probation Order ( )

(Yeamekiro teizaz):
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Restraining Order )

(Yeigid teizaz):

Restitution Order

(Yemakakasha teizaz):

Support Order

(Yedigaf teizaz):

Temporary Order

(Gizeyawi teizaz):

P

Pardon (

(Pardon):

Parenting Plan

(Yelij astedadeg iqid):

Parole

(Amekiro):

Party ()

(Tekerakari wegen):

Payor ()

(Kefay):
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Peace Bond ( )

( Yemelkam tebay Gedeb):

Peace Officer ( )

(Yeselam mekonen):

Perjury )

(Behaset memesker): /

Plaintiff ()

(Kesash):

Plea ()

(Yeimnet kihidet kaal):

Plea Bargain ( )

(Yeeminet kihidet kal diridir):

()

(

)

Pleading: ()

(Abetuta):

Power of Attorney

(weikilina, yewikilina sened) :(1)

(2) /

Precedent

(Asgedaj Yefirid bet Wesane):
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Preliminary Inquiry

(Yemejemeriya dereja mirimera):

/ provincial court)

Pre-sentence Report

(Yqidime kitat report):

Pre-trial conference

(Yqidme kis weiyiyit):

-

Prima Facie

(Atenakari masreja):

Pro-Bono Services

(Netsa agelgilot):

Probate ()

(Yenuzaze maregagecha):

Probation Order

(Yeamekiro teizaz):

Proceeding:

/ (yekis sinesireat/ hidet):

/
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Prohibition

(Kilkela):

Prohibition Order:

(Yekilkela teizaz):

Writ of Prohibition

(Yekilkela teizaz):

Property

(NIbiret):

Real Property

(Yemayinkesakes Nibret):

Personal Property

(Yeminkesakes nibiret):

Prosecute

(Yewenje kis maqreb):

Prosecution ()

(Yekis hidet):

Prosecutor ()

(Aqabie hig):

Punitive Damages ( )

(Yekitat kasa):

Q

Quash

(Meshar): ( )
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R

R v. (name of the defendant) / The Queen v (name of the
defendant):

R R Rex (King) or Regina (Queen)

v versus the defendant

Recipient (

(Teqebay):

Reciprocating Jurisdiction

(Yegara tiqim yefirid siltan) :

Recognizance:

(Iwqina):(1) (2)

Registrar

(mezgeb bet):

Regulation:

(Denib):

Relief

(efoyta):

Remand (

(1)

(2)
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Remedy

(Meftihe)

Reply ()

(Mels):

Rescind ()

(Meshar):

Respondent ()

(Melis sechi):

Review Board ( )

(Yegimgema board): ( )

S

Seal:

(Mahitem): (1)

(2)

(3)

Search Warrant

(Yebiribera teizaz):

Security:

(Wastena):

Security for Costs ( )

(Yewechi watena):


	
34

Seizure: ()

(Meyaz):

Sentence: ()

(Kitat):

Conditional Sentence

(Begedeb yemiwesen kitat):

( )

Consecutive Sentence

(Teketatay kitat):

Fine

(Yegenzeb kitat):

Imprisonment

(Isirat) /

Intermittent sentence

(Yetekoraretee kitat): (

)

Probation

(Amekiro

/

Restitution

(Memeles):

/
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Separation

(Meleyayet):

Separation Agreement

(Yemeleyayet simiminet):

Several Liability

(Yetenatil teteyakinet):

Sheriff

(Yefirid bet mekonen):

Sine die

(Yider):

Solicitor ()

(Yehig amakari):

/

Solicitor-Client Privilege

- (Yehig amakari yedenbegna liyu mebit):

Special damages:

(Liyu kasa):

Special Expenses

(Liyu wochiwoch):
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Specific Performance

(Liyu afetsatsem):

Spousal Support

(Yetegabi digaf) :

Standard of Proof

(Yemasreja dereja):

Statement( )

(Megilecha):

Stay of proceedings

(Yekis hidet qoyita):

Submission

(Masreja maqreb):

Subpoena:

(Metiriya):

Summary Conviction Offence

: (Betefatene yekis sinesireat yemitayu

6 5,500

Summary Judgment

(Yetefatene firid):

Support

(qeleb): /
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Child Support

(Yelij digaf):

Spousal support ( )

(Yetegabi digaf):

T

Testament()

(Nuzaze):

Testate (

(Balenuzaze):

Testator

/ (Tenazazh/ nuzaze adragi):

Testimony

(misikirinet): /

Tort ()

(Keweil wuchi yemimenech halafinet):

Transcript ()

(Tsihifet):

Trial ()

(Chilot):

Trier of Fact ( )

(Yefire neger dagna): /
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Trust

(Bala aderanet):

Trustee

(Bale adera): /

U

Uncontested

(kirikir yalkerebebet):

/

Undertaking

(Wastina):

Undue Hardship ( )

/ (Kelik yalefe/kebad chigir):

Unexecuted Warrant

(Yaltefetseme yefirid bet mazezha):

/

Unlawful

(HIge wot):

V

Valuation date

(Yewaga gimeta ken):

Variation ()

(Lewit): order

Vary ()

/ (Mekeyer/ melewet):

Verdict

(biyien):
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Vexatious Litigant ( )

(Yaltegeba temuagach):

Vicarious liability ( )

(Lelela sew tegbar alafinet):

Victim Impact Statement

(Yetegojiw tetsieno meglecha):

W

Arrest Warrant )

(Yemeyazha teizaz):

Search warrant ( )

(Yebirbera teizaz):

Withdrawal

(Metew): /

Without Notice

(Yale mastenkekiya):

Witness ()

(Misikir):

Writ

/ (Teizaz/Mazezha):

Y
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Young person( )

(Wetat): 12 17

Youth Court (Youth Justice Court):

/ Yewetatoch/ yewetatoch fitih fird bet) :

Youth Criminal Justice Act YCJA )

(Yewetatoch yewenjel fitih hig):

* Shimelis Bogale (LL. B., LL.M.) has more than 7 years of
experience in teaching law and

currently volunteers for UCCA.

** Ainalem Chuko Gudeta is a native speaker of Amharic language,
and has been working as a

translator and interpreter for the past 10 years. She has
acquired proficiency in English through

continued educational activities, training and work experience
in Canada. Her professional career

that expands over two decades includes educational counselling,
social work, accounting and

administration. Currently, apart from the interpreting and
translating services that she offers as

Multicultural Legal Facilitator, she also works for the Imperial
Parking Canada Corporation.

Ainalem obtained her Diploma in accounting from the Addis Ababa
University, her Bachelor of

Arts in Counseling and Masters Degree in Leadership Studies in
Nairobi, Kenya. Ainalem

shares freely her skills and knowledge, and volunteers at the
Multicultural Health Brokers Coop,

EEC Church and Catholic Social Services.
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