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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    KARAYUKI-SAN [Miss Gone-overseas]: girls and young women sent to Japan’s Asian and Pacific Island colonies from the late 1800s to the end of WWII. Most came from poor agricultural or fishing families who sold them to brokers who claimed they would work for the public service or become brides, but most often the brokers passed them on to brothel owners.

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						


Page 2
						


Page 3
						

MISS GONE-OVERSEAS
 a novella by
 MITCHELL HAGERSTROM
 TINY TOE PRESS

Page 4
						

MISS GONE-OVERSEAS Copyright © 2011 by Mitchell Hagerstrom
 First Edition
 Published by TINY TOE PRESS
 Austin, Texas 78704 www.theopenend.com
 Publisher’s Note: This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the product of the author’s
 imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.
 The author would like to thank Latte where a portion of the novella first appeared in a slightly different form.
 ISBN-13: 978-1468113365 ISBN-10: 1468113364
 All rights reserved.

Page 5
						

 
 In this floating world,
 there are many meetings and partings.
 Li Shang-yin
 [9thcent.]
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 November 1942
 The District Center
 We have been separated. Kimiko, who
 slept so sweetly against me on the long
 voyage, who became like a sister to me, is in
 another house. Mrs. Okata is in charge here.
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 She seems a decent sort. I have never heard
 her scolding someone without reason.
 Although it is still dark, birds have begun
 to sing and I can hear the foreign voices of the
 servants rising from the kitchen. Josefa calling
 for her daughter to hurry, and Sefina whining
 in answer. Morning will be here soon.
 * * *
 The Hifumi is a small house with only
 five rooms upstairs. Below is a Western-style
 parlor, and a 12-mat room at the back that
 opens to the garden, then two wings, one with
 the kitchen, servant’s room and the bath. In
 the other wing are Mrs. Okata’s room and her
 office, and the storeroom. The garden is
 narrow and rather dull, a tangle of plants I do
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 not recognize. Behind the back fence is the
 water catchment tank and a place laundry is
 hung to dry and where wood is kept for
 heating the bath.
 The town is less primitive than I
 expected. It has modern things like telephones,
 electric lights and automobiles. The main
 streets are paved and lined with shops and
 eating places. There is even a department store
 where I bought this notebook, almost the same
 as those I lost. A nice surprise.
 * * *
 Remembering back to the day we arrived,
 the ship coming closer to what we thought was
 another large cloud on the horizon, then the
 cloud lifting and we could see towering peaks
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 covered in vegetation so dark it seemed almost
 black. Most forbidding looking. I know I
 expected a true south sea island with palm
 trees and beaches, like pictures I have seen.
 It was late in the afternoon when the ship
 passed through a channel in the reef and
 anchored near a small island in the lagoon.
 When the boats came to take us ashore, the
 clouds loosened a terrible downpour and the
 careful bundle I had made for my diaries
 became thoroughly soaked. All that is over
 now. There is no point in weeping over the
 loss.
 * * *
 The heat here can be even more
 oppressive than summer in Nagasaki. Some
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 days the powder slides down my face and
 down my neck. It helps that all the rooms have
 ceiling fans.
 A large mango tree beside the bathhouse
 is the home of many birds who begin their
 songs well before dawn and some mornings
 they are so loud I cannot sleep as long as I
 would like. Chikako and Sumiko say that after
 a while I will get used to it. Still, bird song is
 better than city noise.
 * * *
 Always the clouds sitting on the mountain
 peaks. Always the rain, sometimes so fierce
 that it turns day into night and makes such a
 thunderous sound on the metal roof that
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 normal conversation is impossible. We never
 leave the house without an umbrella.
 The air is very humid and filled with the
 stink of rotting breadfruit. It falls to the
 ground and lays there. I'm told no one eats it
 except the natives in the countryside. It looks
 and smells like something that should be fed to
 pigs.
 * * *
 We are told that our ship will be the last
 for a long time, perhaps until the war is over.
 It left two days ago, taking home wives and
 children of the colonists. We went down to the
 dock to watch as the small boats ferried the
 departing ones out to the ship. So many tears,
 so many flowers.
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 I watched in particular a man say good-
 bye to his son, a very pretty boy about 7 years
 old and apparently motherless as he was
 entrusted to others who were leaving.
 Watching the father with his son, I could not
 keep the tears from my own eyes.
 * * *
 One morning last week the governor
 general made a formal visit. He arrived
 without warning and as there was no time to
 change into suitable clothing, we were
 presented in cotton kimono and soft sashes.
 Impossible to look decent dressed like that,
 but Mrs. Okata lent me a pretty fan.
 According to the other women of the
 house, the governor general has no real power
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 or function now that the island is administered
 by the military. They say he spends most of
 his time visiting one house or another. It
 seems odd that he did not choose to return to
 the home islands.
 * * *
 The soldiers wait their turn in the
 Western-style parlor. Most, however, have
 gone first to someplace where they drink cheap
 spirits. I believe the Hifumi used to be a tea
 house, but Mrs. Okata does not serve
 refreshments. She does allow them to play the
 phonograph while they wait. Once upstairs,
 they do their business quickly, like rabbits or
 roosters, knowing others are waiting.
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 Most mornings we are free to walk along
 the waterfront road, or up and down Namiki
 dori. A pretty name, but it has no trees. Still,
 the shops and eating places are shaded by wide
 overhangs and we can walk almost the entire
 length in the rain without getting wet. But it is
 a strange town with no women or children.
 Other than the natives, of course.
 * * *
 The Hifumi has been quiet. Yesterday I
 went to see Kimiko and she says an alert has
 been called because Admiral Yamamoto has
 been killed, his plane shot down by the
 Americans at some islands far to the south.
 She knows this because Oichi, her house, is
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 frequented by those from the naval
 headquarters.
 Today I sat in attendance for the governor
 general and listened as he told Mrs. Okata that
 England is the trouble-maker, that it is the
 English by their tariffs who destroyed our silk
 industry. They want to keep the China colonies
 only for themselves. He whispers, too, that the
 Germans are just as bad, and are not to be
 trusted. Strange how he drinks so much sake,
 but he never laughs.
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