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“The Epic and the Epic Hero”
 pages 20-21• Record the notes on Epic form• Read and define
 – Epic– Epithet– Kennings– Epic hero

Page 3
						

from Beowulf
 • Read pages 22-23• Define conflict (internal and external)• Define lament• Explain:• “The newly Christian understanding of
 the world…displaces him [Beowulf’s author] from his imaginative at-homeness in the world of his poem—a pagan Germanic society governed by a heroic code of honor.” –Seamus Heaney

Page 4
						

page 28, lines 184-186
 • A soldier will be judged by his “deeds,” not only his “words.”
 • Bragging was part of Anglo-Saxon culture, but a soldier must be prepared to follow through on his bragging.

Page 5
						

page 29, lines 228-238—Beowulf’s resume
 • Recommendations: Beowulf’s people have said he was the right person to help Hrothgar by killing Grendel.
 • Job experience: Beowulf fought five giants and killed sea monsters—he has experience killing bloodthirsty creatures.

Page 6
						

Page 29, lines 239-253
 • Beowulf’s request is that no Danes will fight the monster—only he and his men will fight.
 • He will fight without weapons—this shows his bravery and desire for great fame, as well as a fair fight.

Page 7
						

Page 30, lines 253-54 & 268
 • Religious context—Beowulf says God is in charge, then he says Fate is in charge.
 • Beowulf speaks from a Christian perspective AND an Anglo-Saxon perspective. As a character, he represents the religiously blended culture.

Page 8
						

Page 31, line 309
 Ironic kennings:“Shepherd” and “guardian” usually refer to people who provide shelter and safety. However, Grendel actually does the opposite—he provides terror and death.

Page 9
						

Page 32, line 344
 • Kenning with religious significance
 • Grendel is not simply a monster—he is the enemy of the Almighty God.

Page 10
						

Page 32, lines 361-373• Grendel is a “demon”
 who has “bewitched” the soldiers’ weapons—he is associated with witchcraft and magic, and he will spend eternity in hell.
 • According to the narrator, Beowulf is on God’s side and is God’s warrior—for Grendel, fighting Beowulf is like fighting “Almighty God.”

Page 11
						

Page 33, lines 386-388
 • Beowulf is happy because he has fulfilled the boast he made to the Danes—he said he could defeat the monster, and he has done it.
 • The Anglo-Saxons valued boasting and bragging as forms of storytelling, as long as a man could follow through on his boasts.

Page 12
						

Page 35, lines 457-464
 • Beowulf cares only for fame—not his own life or safety. Though his sword breaks, he goes back into battle against Grendel’s mother with only his bare hands.
 • The narrator repeats the idea that, if you want fame, you have to care enough to do whatever it takes—including risking your life.

Page 13
						

Page 36, lines 512-517
 • Beowulf cuts off Grendel’s head to “repay” him for all those bloody visits Grendel made to the Danes, causing so much sorrow. This is a form of ‘wergild.’ Grendel cannot pay money to the Danes for killing their warriors, so Beowulf takes his head and makes it a trophy, instead.

Page 14
						

Page 38
 • When Beowulf is finished with Grendel and his mother, how does he spend the next 50 years?
 • Ruling his own people—the Geats

Page 15
						

Page 39, lines 611-657
 • The treasure was left by an ancient tribe, long ago. They all died out, and the storyteller emphasizes the inevitability of death. The treasure stayed hidden in the cave until the dragon took possession of it.

Page 16
						

Page 41, lines 721-732
 • Beowulf is near the end of his life, but this will not keep him from fighting one last battle.
 • He will fight the dragon alone, not fearing its fire or claws. He thinks it cannot be worse than Grendel was, years ago.

Page 17
						

Page 42, lines 752-760
 • Beowulf tells his warriors to “wait…close by” while he fights the dragon alone.
 • Beowulf believes he is the only man who can defeat the dragon—he is prideful and arrogant.
 • Beowulf is fighting for the dragon’s treasure as well as glory and fame.

Page 18
						

Page 43, lines 819-822
 • The warriors are terrified of the dragon. They run away and hide in the woods.

Page 19
						

Page 43, lines 822-833
 • Wiglaf is the character who embodies loyalty. He remembers what “kinship” should mean.
 • It’s not just a blood relationship—Beowulf had given Wiglaf’s family many great things—weapons, gold, land—and Wiglaf must now repay Beowulf for that, by helping him fight the dragon.

Page 20
						

Page 44, lines 854-865
 • Wiglaf says the soldiers bragged about their bravery when Beowulf was choosing them as his special warriors.
 • Beowulf gave them their equipment in exchange for their loyalty and service.
 • Beowulf believed their boasting words and trusted that they were brave enough to follow through on them.

Page 21
						

Page 45, lines 882-883
 • Wiglaf implies that the warriors’ cowardice is disloyal.
 • He reminds them that they swore “these swords and armor were each for us all”—that they would use them to help each other.
 • Wiglaf emphasizes loyalty in this speech.

Page 22
						

Page 48, lines 1017-1031
 • Beowulf wants a very public funeral and burial place—his monument will be visible from the sea, so that no one will forget him.
 • His desire for fame is with him, even at the end of his life.

Page 23
						

Page 49, lines 1063-1090
 • Wiglaf calls the warriors cowards and says that their families are completely disgraced. He says that they are all better off dead than living with the shame of being cowards.
 • Wiglaf emphasizes courage and loyalty.

Page 24
						

Page 46, lines 1123-1136• funeral is public—
 twelve warriors ride around his tower, telling stories of his bravery and greatness.
 • The narrator tells his listeners they should praise their leaders in this way.
 • Loyalty and bravery are emphasized in this passage—the soldiers praising Beowulf are loyal; Beowulf’s bravery is rewarded with fame.
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