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Tang Poetry& Song Ci Poetry
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Part One: Tang Poems
 1. Background
 2. Four Stages of Tang Poetry
 3. Three Outstanding Poets
 4. Influence of Tang Poetry
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1. Background
 1) Powerful country; Economic prosperity; Glorious cultural achievements
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2) The golden age of poetry
 3) The CompleteAnthology of TangPoetry《全唐诗》 ,
 edited in theearly Qing Dynasty,comprises 48,977poems by 2,208 poets
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Early Tang (618-712 A.D.); High Tang (713-765 A.D.);Mid Tang (766-835 A.D.);
 Late Tang (836-907 A.D.)
 2. Four Stages of Tang Poetry
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Early Tang
 The Four Literary Eminences(初唐四杰 )
 Wang Bo Yang Jiong Luo Binwang Lu Zhaolin
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High Tang
 (1) Li Bai and Du Fu
 (2) Pastoral poets ( 田园诗人 , Meng Haoran and Wang Wei, etc.)
 (3)Frontier poets ( 边塞诗人， Gao Shi,Cen Sen)
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Mid Tang
 Bai Juyi He is the greatest poet of this period.
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The representative
 poets are Li Shangyin
 and Du Mu, they are
 called “Young Li & Du”.
 Late Tang
 向晚意不适驱车登古原夕阳无限好只是近黄昏
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3. Three Outstanding Poets
 Li Bai Du Fu Bai Juyi
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Li Bai 1. The “ Celestial Po
 et (诗仙 )” 2. The greatest roma
 ntic poet 3. His most famous p
 oems: Thinking in the Silent Night（《静夜思》）
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静夜思Thinking in the Silent Night
 I wake, and moonbeams play around my bed,
 Glittering like hoar-frost to my wandering eyes;
 Up towards the glorious moon I raise my head,
 Then lay me down—and thoughts of home arise.
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Du Fu
 1. The “Saint Poet (诗圣 )”
 2. The Greatest Realistic poet
 3. His most famous poems: “Three Officers(三吏 )” and “Three Partings（三别）”
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Bai Juyi
 1. His satirical and
 allegorical ballads
 2.His “New Yuefu,”
 which usually took the form of free verse based on old folk ballads.
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4. Influence of Tang Poetry
 •
 1. Even today, Chinese people are still very fond of the Tang Poetry, many of which can be recited even by children.2. The book, Three Hundred Tang Poems, is a bestseller at home and abroad.
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Part Two: Song Ci Poetry
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1. What is the Ci Poetry ?1. What is the Ci Poetry ?
 (1) Ci Poetry is one type of the an(1) Ci Poetry is one type of the ancient poetry. cient poetry.
 (2) It has several names: Musical (2) It has several names: Musical Ci poetry ; Long and Short VersCi poetry ; Long and Short Verses; Lines of irregulares; Lines of irregular
 lengths.lengths.
 (3) Each Ci has a title as well as a (3) Each Ci has a title as well as a Cipa(Cipa( 词牌词牌 ))
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2. Cipai
 For example, “Butterflies Love Blossoms” (蝶戀花 ), “Scent fills the hall” (滿庭芳 ), “Lady Yu” (虞美人 ), “The Moon Over the West River” (西江月 ), “The River All Red” (满江红 ), and “Dreamlike Song” (如梦令 ) are all the names of cipai.
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3. Many outstanding
 Ci poets in the Song Dynasty
 Su Shi Li Qingzhao
 Lu You
 Xin Qiji
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Li Qingzhao 1. Li Qingzhao (1084—1155) is
 an outstanding Ci poetess. 2. She expressed her understandi
 ng and pursuit of true love, described the impact of the changing seasons on human’s sentiment, and
 3. Her works reflected the misery of the people suffering from the decline of their country and disasters befalling families.
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Su Shi
 His Ci poems are characteristic of passion, refreshment and mellifluence. The contents of his Ci poems are rich in terms of subject: some expressed his patriotism, some described scenes of country, some depicted grievance when lovers had to part.
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