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 Newport’s natural arboretum, which has quietly emerged over the course of the last two centuries, is the product of a tapestry of lovingly planted specimen trees gracing both public and private landscapes.
 Our specimen trees are world-re-nowned. However, by the late 1980’s it had become evident to a small group of
 Newporters that the city’s magnifi-cent urban forest, for decades lack-
 ing professional attention and care, would likely greet the next gen-
 eration as only a shadow of its former self.
 At the time, the slow de-cline of Newport’s renowned forest would have been diffi-
 cult to spot for all but the most well-trained eye. The canopy over
 our streets, a thick web of venerable beeches, lindens, horsechestnuts, tulip trees and oaks, seemed as abiding as our pre-revolutionary architecture and our busy harbor.
 Over the last several years, however, the plight of Newport’s specimen tree popu-lation has become a concern of national notice. Our Copper Beeches—our ‘ca-nary in the coal mine,’ so to speak—have alerted an entire community that a gen-
 new england’s
 firstcitywidearboretum
 Scott Wheeler, Newport Tree Warden, leads a children’s tree walk in Morton Park during Newport Arboretum Week.
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 Jana Tolich, Newportmiddleschooler, holds the Nook eReader awarded for her first-place poster announcing the April 2011 launch of the Newport Arboretum. Photograph by Jacqueline Marque, courtesy of the Newport Daily News.
 eration of trees is now passing. The gaps that have been suddenly rendered in our tree canopy as these specimen beeches succumb to age and disease (it is estimat-ed that approximately a third have been lost over the last four years alone) have been startling to say the least.
 When the Newport Tree Society was formed in 1987, the city’s public trees be-gan to benefit from formal planning and active regeneration efforts for the first time since the Gilded Age. The majority of the city’s finest specimen trees, how-ever, are found on private landscapes.
 In the spring of 2010, the Board of Di-rectors of the Newport Tree Society en-visioned a new program that would shine a spotlight on all of Newport’s majestic trees, regardless of provenance or loca-tion. Our hope is to inspire every New-porter to become a citizen forester and to ensure that each and every Newport tree receives the care and appreciation that it deserves.
 In April of 2011, thanks to the gen-erosity of the Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust, the van Beuren Chari-table Foundation, and other friends and
 supporters, the Newport Arboretum was officially launched with a week of cele-bratory activities from Earth Day to Ar-bor Day. The City of Newport declared this week to be “Newport Arboretum Week” in perpetuity.
 During launch week, Newporters en-joyed guided tree walks, a documentary on Frederick Law Olmsted at the Jane Pickens Theater, a children’s movie event, and a children’s story hour at the Red-wood Library, among other activities.
 Currently, well over 100 species and cultivars are featured in our Newport Tree Walks Series or tagged in parks and public spaces. Acting as an educational center and a hub for public involvement in city forestry and conservation, the Newport Arboretum includes a wide col-lection of educational assets for all ages and interests, including:
 - an online knowledge center at newportarboretum.org, giving citizens and visitors ready access to information on Newport’s incred-ible urban forest,
 - the Newport Tree Walk Series, featuring over 7 miles of self-guided
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 tree walks printed on full-color fold-ed pocket maps (also available for printing from our website for free),
 - smartphone tree walks with great-ly expanded educational content,
 - a tree tagging program for both public and private trees, and
 - educational materials for chil-dren, including a special Morton Park Kids Tree Hunt.
 The successful launch of the arbore-
 tum has demonstrated that citizens and visitors are keenly interested in learning more about Newport’s natural history, and taking an active role in the care and cultivation of our specimen trees.
 With your continued support, we look forward to managing this momentum and continuing to create the program-ming and infrastructure necessary to pro-tect the future of our spectacular urban forest. n
 Tree Walk in historic Washington Square during Newport Arboretum Week, April 2011.
 Student making a bark rubbing at Morton Park during Arbortum Week.
 Reception at the Jane Pickens Theater prior to a screening of “Olmsted & America’s Urban Parks,” 2011 Newport Arboretum Week.
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 In 2011, Newport’s specimen trees were featured in the New York Times, WPRI news, WRNI radio, Boston Globe, Newport Life Maga-zine, Providence Journal, Newport Mercury, Newport Daily News, Newport This Week, New-port Seen and many other local and national news outlets.
 Our trees, national treasures, are increasingly recognized for their rare beauty, rich history, and importance to the health and well-being of our environment and our community.
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 T H E N E W P O R T A R B O R E T U M
 a historyMiantonomi Tower in the
 north end of Newport is perched on a hillside upon
 a remarkable vertical cylinder of con-glomerate rock. In the early 17th cen-tury, when Aquidneck Island was the royal seat of the Narragansett tribe, it is very likely that the sachem, Canonicus, and his nephew, Miantonomi, stood on or near this geological fragment—if only because of the views afforded by the natural lookout.
 Aquidneck Island was even then a favored summering place, and like the Wampanoags before them, the Narragansetts would have climbed to this vantage point to gaze down on the harbor and on forests filled with oak, hickory, ash, tulip, elm, beech, pine and cedar. The temper-ing effect of the surrounding bay, combined with the unusually rich soil of the Narragansett Basin, means the forests would have supported a wide variety of native species including those normally found in warmer zones further south.
 In 1638, Roger Williams negotiated the purchase of Aquidneck Island with Canonicus and Miantonomi, who for-mally deeded the island to a group of English settlers. William Coddington, Anne and William Hutchinson, John
 Clarke, Nicholas Easton, William Dyer, William Brenton and Richard Maggsen formed a settlement in Po-casset which would later be renamed Portsmouth. The following year, a group led by Coddington, Clarke, and Easton signed the Newport Compact and began settling the southern end of the island.
 From this point forward, the island’s forests would be steadily cleared. The 1774 census of Newport, the colony’s seat of government and commerce, recorded 9,208 residents. Much of
 the area’s forest would at this time have already suc-cumbed to the increasing need for farmland, con-struction materials and fuel. The apex of deforestation, however, would occur dur-ing the Revolutionary War.
 From 1776 to 1779, occupying Brit-ish troops in Newport faced three harsh New England winters under the pres-sure of an American blockade. Houses, wharves, fences and sidewalks—re-portedly, even wooden gravemarkers—all became firewood. Most of New-port’s trees, along with roughly a third of its buildings, burned.
 While war and weather devastated Newport in particular, Rhode Island forests were being razed statewide. A
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 CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
 century after the British occupation of Newport, the Chief of the U.S. Division of Forestry would note the miserable state of forests across Rhode Island:
 “Forests in the strict sense of the word can hardly be said to exist in this state, although twenty-four percent is report-ed covered with wood, mostly coppice and white pine and pitch pine, which here and there may be said to rise to the dignity of forests.”
 — Bernard Fernow, 1887
 For Newport’s urban forest, however, the tide was beginning to turn.
 —AN ARBORETUM IS BORN—
 The Newport Tree Society officially launched New England’s first citywide arboretum in April of 2011. However, Timothy Brown, a third-generation Newport landscaper and arborist, has
 pinpointed a more accurate moment of conception of the Newport Arboretum: the day in 1835 (or thereabouts—the ex-act date of this otherwise precise moment remains a mystery) when a young girl knelt to help her father plant Newport’s first European Fernleaf Beech in front of the Redwood Library. Arnold Arbore-tum Director, Charles Sprague Sargent, would later refer to this beech as the fin-est specimen of its kind in America.
 Two hundred years after the Newport Compact was signed, the seeds of a new and remarkable urban forest were being sown. This decade marks the beginning of a confluence of events that would shape the character of a town unlike any other American city of its size. As Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. would later note in his 1913 report, Proposed Improvements for Newport, Newport’s tree canopy would quickly become an inseparable part of its storied charm.
 The Narragansetts receive Roger Williams. Engraving, Library of Congress.
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 Newport Tree Planting ProgramsPROGRAM
 Newport Tree Society Specimen Tree Resto-ration Program
 Newport Tree Society Commemorative Tree Program
 City of Newport Bare Root Tree Program
 DESCRIPTION
 Provides a specimen tree to be planted anywhere on private property in the City of Newport. Free in exchange for a commitment to attend a tree planting workshop and plant and maintain the tree. Limited availability—first come, first served. FREE.
 Commemorative specimen tree planted by the city of Newport in a Newport park or other public space. Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law. $260 MINIMUM DONATION.
 Provides a bare root tree planted by the City of Newport on any private property in Newport within 20’ of a public right-of-way. Limited availability. $70.
 TREE SPECS
 5’-6’ height3/4”-1” caliper
 5-gal. container
 10’-12’ height2.5”-3” caliper
 25-gal. container
 8’- 12’ height Tree caliper 13/4”
 bare root tree
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 2 012 B A R E RO O T T R E E P L A N T I N G P RO G R A M
 The Newport Forestry Division’s annual Bare Root Tree Planting Program offers a selection of high-quality trees to be planted on private property at greatly reduced cost. For a sponsorship fee of $70, the city will plant a tree that may be set back up to 20’ from the road onto private property. The 2012 selection included:
 Village Green Zelkova Height 40’ Spread 38’Zelkova serratta ’Village Green’
 This mid-sized tree has a distinctive vase-shaped canopy. Turns a rusty red in the fall and develops a beautiful bark when mature. A hardy tree, it lines Bellevue Avenue and downtown Jamestown and has a long and interest-ing history in Rhode Island. George Rogers Hall (1826-1899) of Bristol, RI was the first Gilded Age tree hunter to bring back living plants from Japan—including the Zelkova.
 Continental Appeal American Linden Height 50’ Spread 28’Tilia americana ‘Continental Appeal’
 A cultivar of our native basswood, this shade tree has a narrow oval form that is perfect for tighter spaces. The leaves are medium green turning yel-low in the fall. Lindens are fast-growing trees that do well in urban condi-tions because of their tolerance of heat and drought conditions.
 Pin Oak Height 55’ Spread 45’Quercus palustris
 Shade tree with distinctive pyramidal canopy of dark green leaves on long horizontal branches. Fall color is bronze to red. Most popular native oak because it transplants readily, is fast-growing (2.5 ft. per year) and toler-ates urban conditions. Pin oak acorns are an important food source for many native birds and mammals.
 Newport Purple Leaf Plum Height 20’ Spread 20’Prunus cerasifera ‘Newport’
 A small tree with an upright spreading round canopy of purple-red foliage. Fragrant pale pink almost white flowers appear before the leaves in early to mid-April.
 SOLD OUT
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 Yoshino Cherry Height 30’ Spread 30’Prunus x yedoensis
 Round canopy of green foliage and fragrant light pink to white flowers. This cherry is famous for its blossom display at the Tidal Basin in Washington, DC.
 Katsura Tree Height 40’ Spread 40’Cercidiphyllum japonicum
 A unique, medium-sized shade tree with a young pyramidal form that be-comes rounded with age. The heart-shaped leaves emerge an attractive reddish purple gradually changing to bluish green. The fall color is distinctive and can range from yellow to apricot orange. Although not common, this specimen tree has thrived in Newport including in some difficult growing sites.
 Crimson Sunset Maple Height 35’ Spread 25’Acer truncatum x Acer platanoides ‘Crimson Sunset’
 Upright, compact form and deep purple foliage that turns maroon to red-bronze in winter. A cross between a Norway and Shantung Maple, it adapts to difficult sites and has the purple foliage of the Crimson King Maple but the smaller Shantung parentage makes it more suitable for confined spaces.
 Red Sunset Red Maple Height 45’ Spread 35’ Acer rubrum ‘Franksred’
 Medium shade tree with dark green summer foliage and bright orange to red fall color. The intensity and variety of the red maple’s fall color is what makes leaf peeping in New England so spectacular. Considered the best cultivar of our Rhode Island state tree.
 Armstrong Red Maple Height 45’ Spread 15’ Acer rubrum ‘Armstrong’
 Shade tree with a narrow columnar canopy of light green foliage and very at-tractive yellow to orange-red fall color. Perfect for locations with little room for a tree to spread.
 Autumn Blaze® Maple Height 45’ Spread 15’ Acer x freemanii ‘Jeffersred’
 A large shade tree with a broadly oval canopy and long-lasting brilliant orange-red fall color, Au-tumn Blaze has the fast growth rate of the silver maple and stunning fall foliage of the red maple.
 This program is sold out for 2012. If you would like to be contacted when the 2013
 Bare Root tree list is published, visit the program page at newportarboretum.org to leave your contact information.
 SOLD OUT
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 2 012 S P E C I M E N T R E E R E S T O R AT I O N P RO G R A M
 The 2012 Specimen Tree Restoration Program is a new project by the Newport Tree Society and the Newport Forestry Division de-signed to complement the city’s Bare Root Tree Planting Program. Free trees will be provided to Newport property owners who plant and maintain them, with no restrictions on tree placement other than suitability for planting. Measurements are at maturity.
 River’s Purple European Beech Height 50’ Spread 30’Fagus sylvatica ‘Riversii’’
 A stunning special selection of the Purple European Beech (or Copper Beech), whose unusually deep purple foliage lasts all season long. The Eu-ropean Beech is one of Newport’s signature specimen trees, growing ex-ceptionally well in the seaside climate.
 Prospector Elm Height 50’ Spread 25’Ulmus wilsoniana ‘Prospector’
 A new, fast-growing, dense, disease- and pest-resistant elm. Prospector was selected by the U.S. National Arboretum as a replacement for the American Elm which was devastated by Dutch elm disease. It is a little smaller than the American elm reaching 50 feet tall with a 25-foot crown spread.
 Starlight Dogwood Height 30’ Spread 25’Cornus kousa ‘Starlight’
 An abundance of white flowers creates a showy bloom for this cross be-tween Cornus kousa and the Pacific dogwood, Cornus nuttallii. Disease and drought tolerant.
 Goldenrain Tree Height 40’ Spread 40’Koelreuteria paniculata
 Feathery, yellow-orange flowers consume the Goldenrain Tree in late spring. The golden papery seedpods in the fall resemble miniature lanterns and give this specimen an exotic appearance.
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 Crimson Spire Oak Height 45’ Spread 15’Quercus robur x alba ‘Crimschmidt’
 Providing a vertical, columnar form with dense foliage, the Crimson Spire Oak is perfect for confined spaces or to block unwanted views. Rich, dark green leaves turn rusty red in the fall.
 American Hornbeam Height 25’ Spread 20’Carpinus caroliniana
 Native to eastern North America. A shade-friendly understory tree, the Ameri-can Hornbeam is commonly found along the borders of streams. It enjoys moist soil but can tolerate both wet and dry sites.
 Fort McNair Horsechestnut Height 40’ Spread 40’Aesculus x carnea ‘Fort McNair’
 A hybrid between Aesculus pavia (Buckeye) and Aesculus hippocastanum (Horsechestnut), this variety of Red Horsechestnut boasts beautiful pink flowers. Horsechestnuts are very tolerant of ocean and wind conditions. The seed pods and fruit are a favorite of children and resemble a buck’s eye.
 Katsura Tree Height 40’ Spread 40’Cercidiphyllum Japonicum
 A unique, medium-sized shade tree with a young pyramidal form that becomes rounded with age. The heart-shaped leaves emerge an attractive reddish purple gradually changing to bluish green. The fall color is distinctive and can range from yellow to apricot orange. Although not common, this specimen tree has thrived in Newport including in some difficult growing sites.
 Merrill Magnolia Height 25’ Spread 25’Magnolia x loebneri ‘Merrill’
 A stunning cross between Magnolia kobus and Magnolia stellata.
 Kentucky Coffee Tree Height 60’ Spread 45’Gymnocladus diocus
 The exotic-looking Kentucky Coffee Tree is pest, disease and drought resistant, with a life expectancy of approximately 100 years and a height of up to 90 feet at maturity. Foliage is dark green, turning bright yellow in fall.
 Supplies are limited. To apply online, visit newportarboretum.org, or call 324-9204. (Please help us
 minimize administrative time by applying online if possible.)
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 The Newport Tree Society and the City of Newport’s Forestry Divi-sion have instituted a new Beech
 & Elm Tree Treatment Program designed to lengthen the lifespan of some of our most revered specimen trees. This project was made possible by a grant from the Helen Walker Raleigh Tree Care Trust Fund, administered by the Rhode Island Foundation.
 — BEECHES —
 Aquidneck Is-land boasts some of the world’s most ideal conditions for the cultivation of the European Beech and the city of Newport is re-nowned for its collection of speci-men beeches. In recent decades, however, arborists and tree lovers have noted the unexpected early death
 of beech trees with a normal lifespan of 100 to 150 years.
 Although research is still in its prelimi-nary stages, arborists have pinpointed soil pathogens of the genus, Phytophthora, as the primary instigator of decline in the European Purple Beech, Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea’ (also known as the Copper
 Beech) and other European Beech cultivars in the northeast. Beeches weakened by the fungus develop bleeding cankers and a susceptibility to secondary pests. Secondary blights include the am-brosia beetle and its fungal symbi-
 ont which colonize the sapwood of dying trees, and the two-lined chestnut borer, Agrilus bilineatus,
 which feeds on inner bark and leaves.
 A magnificent Copper Beech on the grounds of St. Michael’s Country Day School succumbed to root pathogens in May 2011.
 beech & elmTREATMENT
 PROGRAM
 A failing Copper Beech taken down on Bellevue Avenue in March 2011. The property owner has planted a replacement beech on the same spot.
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 — AMERICAN ELMS —
 As with many New England cities and towns, Newport was once widely planted with American Elms until the arrival of the devastating Dutch elm disease.
 The American Elm, Ulmus americana, was a dominant tree in cities because of its tall and elegant vase-shaped structure that holds its canopy well above utility lines. American cities which used elms as their primary shade tree had some of the finest urban tree canopies in the nation until the disease obliterated their elm population in the late 1960s and early 1970s. This demonstrates the importance of species diversity in an urban forest.
 Dutch elm disease is caused by two fungi, Ophiostoma ulmi and Ophiostoma novo-ulmi, carried by the elm bark beetle (or vectored through root contact with nearby infected trees). Fungicidal injec-tions have been proven to prevent infec-tion in currently healthy trees.
 Newport is very fortunate to still have a magnificent American Elm still stand-
 ing in front of the Newport Courthouse (Florence K. Murray Judicial Complex) in Washington Square. This elm, along with two other specimen elms in the Common Burial Ground, will receive treatments to extend their lifespan and strengthen their natural defenses against Dutch elm disease.
 — PROGRAM STRUCTURE —
 The Beech & Elm Tree Treatment Pro-gram will involve the installation of sup-portive structural cables and the applica-tion of Agri-Fos® Systemic Fungicide for ailing trees over a three-year period.
 Agri-Fos® is a proven and safe treat-ment which combats tree pathogens such as Phytophthora and Ophiostoma and boosts a tree’s natural immune system.
 Treatment sites include: Aquidneck Park, City Hall, Storer Park, Battery Park, Congdon Park, Eisenhower Park and the Common Burial Ground. n
 Fernleaf Beech in Aquidneck Park (Edward King House in the background), winner of Newport’s 2011 Tree of the Year Contest, sponsored by the Newport Tree & Open Space Commission and Newport Tree Society.
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 W H A T I S T H E
 tree & open spaceC O M M I S S I O N ?
 The Tree & Open Space Commission is a panel of citizen volunteers, some with
 specialized backgrounds, appointed by the City Council of Newport, Rhode Island to help the Tree Warden, Scott Wheeler (also the Tree and Parks Supervisor) protect and improve our public and private tree stands. Com-mission members:
 - Help guide policies and plans for the city’s treescapes,
 - Review major tree removal and planting proposals,
 - Encourage cooperation among key groups and leaders,
 - Educate the public about trees, their benefits and needs for care, via an annual Arbor Day event and other initiatives, and
 - Hear appeals, if any citizens feel that city tree actions have not been appropriate.
 The Tree Warden and Tree Com-mission implement the Newport Tree Preservation and Protection Ordinance (Chapter 12.36), enacted in 1991. The Ordinance was a progressive step to protect valuable trees, safeguard the public from damaged or badly placed trees, enhance our natural environ-ment, and disseminate knowledge
 about trees. The Ordinance provides for a master plan for tree manage-ment and planting; tree inventories; coordination with other government bodies, businesses and citizen groups; regulating tree removal, care and plantings in both public and private areas; and keeping trees from becom-ing safety hazards.
 The Commission suggests a num-ber of ways Newporters, our leaders, and our organizations can nurture and protect our urban forest:
 - Take care of your own trees, with arborist help if need be.
 - Take part in the city’s street tree planting program to help replace declining trees, and sponsor memorial trees for public places via Newport Tree Society planting programs.
 - Tell the Tree Warden about dead limbs, low overhangs, protruding roots and other tree-related public hazards.
 - Insist on a good treescape to enhance plans for a new fa-cility or public way. The Tree Warden and Commission can be a good sounding board.
 - During construction, mini-mize tree losses and damage.
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 pocket mapsFull-color, folded pocket maps are available at
 the Museum & Shop at Brick Market, Newport Visitors Center, Papers, Preservation Society gift stores, Redwood Library, Salve Regina Bookstore & Library and other ven-
 ues. Or print any tree walk from our website for free! www.newportarboretum.org
 Over 7 miles of tree walks featuring over 90 species and cultivars and dozens
 of historical points of interest!
 The Newport Tree Walk Series
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 Download your preferred EveryTrail™ app for iPod Touch, iPhone, or Android phone:
 - EveryTrail™ (FREE) to stream walks over a network connection
 - EveryTrail PRO™ ($3.99) to down-load walks to your device
 Launch the EveryTrail™ app and search for “Newport Tree Walks”
 1
 2
 Download a freeNewport Tree Walk.
 expanded content tree walks for smartphone
 with photographs and educational facts....all on an interactive map!
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 A recent grant from the Helen Walker Raleigh Tree Care Trust Fund supported the first professional inventory of Newport trees in almost
 two decades. This winter, the city’s public street trees were inventoried by the Davey Resource Group in col-laboration with the Newport Forestry Division.
 Our public trees, a major com-ponent of the city’s infrastructure, are beloved for their awe-inspiring beauty and the numerous environ-mental benefits they offer, including temperature moderation and cooling, reduction of air pollutants, energy conservation and overall increases in property values. The city’s tree popu-lation, with proper care, will continue to increase in value with each passing year.
 The proper stewardship of a com-munity forest requires an organized, proactive management program including a comprehensive tree in-ventory. With these tools, the city of Newport can develop a tree man-agement program that allows staff to prioritize, schedule, and budget effec-tively. This approach supports a fully-stocked, healthy community forest of both public and private trees that is diverse both in age and species.
 Davey Resource Group have con-
 ducted the inventory of an estimated 5,600 Newport trees and planting sites using Geographic Information System (GIS) and Global Position-
 ing System (GPS) equipment along-side pen-based computers custom-ized with aerial photographs of the city.
 Data collected for each tree includ-ed such information as:
 1. Location and species 2. Tree diameter 3. Number of Stems4. Condition (using the Inter-
 national Society of Arboricul-ture‘s rating system)
 5. Primary & secondary main-tenance needs (including rec-ommendations for removal or planting)
 6. Risk assessment & rating (us-ing the USDA Forest Service Community Tree Risk Rating System).
 Over half of the trees inventoried were found to be in need of pruning, and 224 trees were identified as can-didates for removal.
 This inventory, the first since 1992, has enabled us to clearly understand the currrent state of our urban forest, properly care for our trees, and plan and plant for the next generation. n
 NEWPORT PUBLIC TREE
 inventory
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 N E W P O RT
 tree tag P RO G R A M
 Thanks to an America the Beau-tiful grant from the R.I. Dept.
 of Environmental Management, tree tags are appearing all over Newport.
 The photograph above shows a new tag marking our beautiful Cam-perdown Elms in historic Washing-ton Square. These trees were once
 threatened with possible removal, but are now receiving well-deserved attention as an integral part of The Newport Arboretum’s specimen tree collection, and an apt starting point for the Colonial Tree Walk.
 The arboretum will order new tree tags annually, and Newporters are en-couraged to order tree tags for their own trees—particularly if a tree is viewable from a street, sidewalk, or other public right-of-way.
 Suggested donation $20. Visit our website or call us at (401) 324-9204.
 TREE TAG SITES 1. Miantonomi Park 2. Storer Park 3. Battery Park 4. Eisenhower Park 5. Perrotti Park 6. Aquidneck Park 7. King Park 8. Spencer Park 9. Morton Park 10. Equality Park 11. Congdon Park 12. Thompson School and City Hall
 Charlie Ridolph, New-port City Forester, has been busy tag-ging trees in parks and public areas all across the city.
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 By the 1830’s it was already evident that the town’s summer population would have a strong hand in molding the form and mien of the seaside resort. One of the earliest residences built by these seasonal visitors is Kingscote, a Gothic Revival mansion which still stands today on the corner of Bellevue Avenue and Bowery Street as one of the most intact historic houses in the country.
 The first property featured on the Newport Arboretum’s Gilded Age North Tree Walk, Kingscote was commissioned in 1839 by Southern planter George No-ble Jones. (Prior to the Civil War, wealthy Southerners often vacationed in Newport to escape the summer heat. After the war, these families would be supplanted by the northern industrial barons of the Gilded Age.) Now under the stewardship of the Preservation Society of Newport County, Kingscote is an apt symbol of the begin-ning of the era of the magnificent New-port “summer cottage.”
 By the time the Gilded Age had launched in earnest in the 1880’s, New-port was well established as the country’s “Queen of Resorts.” America’s new, spec-tacularly wealthy upperclass rushed to build summer residences along Bellevue Avenue and its environs. From Italianate villas to French chateaus, these architec-tural showcases were surrounded by land-scapes equally handsome in aspect and varied in form, and richly planted with specimen material.
 — THE TREE HUNTERS —
 The Gilded Age renaissance in resi-dential and landscape architecture oc-curred in tandem with the age of the ‘tree hunters.’ Exploratory voyages enabled by the technological advances of the Age of Enlightenment allowed naturalists to travel the globe in search of exotic flora and fauna.
 It should be noted that prior to the Gilded Age, adventurous botanists had already begun to introduce foreign spe-cies to Europe and America. By the mid-18th century, for example, the French Jesuit missionary, Pierre Nicholas le Chéron d’Incarville, had entered the seemingly impenetrable country of Chi-na, collecting seeds that would be sent to Europe for propagation. And in colonial America, naturalists such as Philadelphia Quakers William Hamilton and John Bartram were responsible for planting some of the first non-native species to arrive in the American colonies, as well as introducing hundreds of plants from North America to the rest of the world. Carl Linnaeus called the self-taught bot-anist John Bartram (1699-1777), “The greatest natural botanist in the world.”
 But although a few botanical speci-mens from Asia such as the Ginkgo tree
 (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)
 Forerunner of the modern terrarium, the Wardian case was invented in 1829 by London physician and botanist Dr. Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward. The case en-abled plant collectors to successfully bring live sam-ples back from overseas voyages for the first time.
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 George Rogers Hall (1826-1899) of Bristol, Rhode Island was the first tree hunter to bring living plants (including the Zelkova, Star Mag-nolia, and Yeddo Spruce) from Japan directly to New England.
 “...a whole generation of learned scien-tists had derived pleasure from planting foreign trees on this Aquidneck Island...thereafter a generation of yachtsmen had vied with one another in bringing here
 examples from far places.” — Thornton Wilder, Theophilus North
 had made their way to Europe in the 18th century, it was the Opium War of 1840 that truly marked the opening of China to the west. Trade with Japan soon followed as Newport’s own Commodore Matthew C. Perry negotiated an 1854 treaty with the previously isolated island nation.
 In New England, exploratory voyages by American naturalists were underwrit-ten by patrons such as Boston merchant, F. Gordon Dexter and Francis Lee of Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts who sup-ported the 1861 and 1862 voyages of plant hunter George Rogers Hall of Bris-tol, Rhode Island.
 Although most plant hunters at the time were European, Hall was respon-sible for introducing many Asian plants and trees to America prior to their intro-duction in Europe, including:
 Magnolia stellata (Star Magnolia) Two wonderful specimens of the
 Star Magnolia can be seen on the grounds of the Newport Art Mu-seum and in Queen Anne Square.
 Malus Halliana var. Parkmanii The Parkman Crabapple was
 named after President of the Mas-sachusetts Horticultural Society, Francis Parkman, who was re-sponsible for cultivating many of the plants brought to America by Hall.
 Hydrangea Paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ This flowering shrub deserves
 mention because of its wide popu-larity in Newport.
 Cornus kousa A disease-resistant alternative to
 the native Flowering Dogwood, Cornus florida.
 The full list of plants and trees that ar-rived in America for the first time thanks to Hall’s voyages is wide-ranging, includ-ing trees such as the Zelkova, Sawara Cy-
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 press, Japanese Yew, Yeddo Spruce, Cryp-tomeria, and Japanese Maple.
 — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —
 Growing access to new and unusual plants and the Gilded Age architectural renaissance occurred in concert with a third historic phenomenon: the flowering of the profession of landscape architec-ture in America. This fortuitous combi-nation of events would shape both private landscapes and public parks across the United States.
 Gilbert Laing Meason coined the term “landscape architecture” in 1828 and it was first used as a professional title by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1863.
 Olmsted was part of Boston’s thriving horticultural community which included the renowned Arnold Arboretum and the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, the oldest formally organized hortcul-tural insitution in the United States. This community would have a deep and direct effect on the development of many New-port landscapes.
 Frederick Law Olmsted’s influence in Newport is widely recognized. Olmsted (and his sons) designed or had a direct influence on dozens of Newport land-scapes, including large tracts of land near Ocean Drive that were developed for subdivision in the late 1880’s.
 Less well known is the story of Beat-rix Jones Farrand, who spent childhood summers at her grandmother’s New-port estate, Pen Craig (along with her aunt, Edith Wharton). Under the direct tutelage of Arnold Arboretum Direc-tor, Charles Sprague Sargent, Farrand became one of America’s most highly esteemed landscape architects. Her commissions included the National Ca-thedral, the White House, the Morgan
 Library in New York, and Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC.
 — NEWPORT GARDENERS —
 Landowners and landscape architects aside, Newport’s Gilded Age arboretum could not have thrived to any great measure without a new, fast-growing professional class in Newport: the estate gardener.
 As estate owners demanded breath-taking gardens, the ranks of Newport gardeners swelled. Estate gardener and author Harry Eudenbach notes that at its height, the population of professional gardeners in Newport numbered well into the hundreds. The Breakers, for ex-ample, employed a staff of approximately 25 to care for formal gardens, grounds and greenhouses.
 “Between 1870 and 1900 there were over 200 ‘cottages’ listed in the Guide to Newport Directory, all of which would have employed gardeners.”
 Horticultural excellence was being stretched to its limits with estates com-peting for the acquisition and develop-ment of rare plant species.”
 — Harry Eudenbach, Estate Gardeners of Newport
 These gardeners not only planted and tended expansive estate landscapes, but they brought seedlings and cuttings back to their own houses in Newport. European Beeches and other specimen trees were tucked into almost any avail-able spot in the city. Today, they seem to sprout from the foundations of modest houses, dwarfing the structures around them. These grand trees are an integral component of the beautiful green canopy that makes Newport one of America’s most walkable cities.
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 Ernest W. Bowditch
 Frederick Law Olmsted
 The Breakers (Vanderbilt) The Elms (Berwind)
 Morton Park Beacon Rock (Morgan)
 Rough Point (Vanderbilt) Wildacre (Olmsted)
 NEWPORT’S LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT S
 Redwood Library
 Wakehurst (Van Alen)Marble House (Vanderbilt)
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 John Russell Pope
 Chetwode (Storrs Wells / Astor) Redwood Library
 Ogden Codman
 Land’s End (Edith Wharton) HopedeneBeatrix Farrand
 Berkeley Villa Wakehurst (Van Alen)
 — BENIGN NEGLECT —
 Following this Gilded Age renaissance in arboriculture in Newport, the latter half of the twentieth century brought with it the quiet, benign neglect of our city’s urban forest.
 The manmade nature of an urban for-est requires that it be purposefully main-tained and consistently replanted. This in turn requires assessment, planning, and a broad attention to trees both public and private; until recent decades, Newport
 lacked the infrastructure necessary to carry out such stewardship activities.
 In 1987, the Newport Tree Society was formed by Lilly Dick, president of the Society since its founding, and a group of citizens and arborists who recognized that our public tree planting program was in-adequate and under-supported. As a result of their efforts, the Newport Tree Protec-tion, Maintenance and Planting Ordinance was enacted, the Newport Tree Commis-sion formed, a licensed arborist hired as
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 “The scenery of Newport is of two kinds...the scen-ery of distant views and of
 open water and...the scenery of the streets and of the houses and gardens and other things along the streets. It is the scenery which most continuously and intimately affects the lives of the residents and most strongly impresses the visitor.
 In the first place its scale is small and intimate...Only the trees are large, and these serve as a foil to the small scale of the manmade things, and become the more impressive thereby….Second...each yard and garden [has] a separate individual-ity, distinct from that of the adjacent gardens and distinct from that of the street.
 Third, the forms in this street scenery are generally irregular. The streets are seldom perfectly straight or of uniform width for any considerable distance. Slight angles and subtle accidental curves abound in fences and in curbs...The effect is hardly ever one of disorder, but of a pleasantly picturesque and intensely interest-ing freedom.
 Fourth, the trees along the streets are numerous, and arranged in a manner which is not usual in Ameri-can cities. They rather generally over-hang the street from the front or side yards of the houses. A large part of the quality of the more agreeable Newport streets, both in the poorer quarters and in the more fashionable, depends upon the very irregular disposition of the trees, and their variation in kind and size, giving a delightful play of light and shade.” “Proposed Improvements for Newport,” 1913
 — Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.—
 the city Tree Warden, and the Newport Street Tree Donor Program established. This focused program of stewardship ac-tivities allowed Newport to be formally recognized as a “Tree City USA,” and cul-minated in a strong relationship among the Newport Tree Society, the City of Newport Forestry Division, and the New-port Tree and Open Space Commission.
 While the concerted work of these three entities has begun to mitigate the effects of half a century of neglect of our
 public trees, there has been no such rever-sal in fortune for privately owned trees. Concern has now flared into alarm as a suddenly emerging trend of illness and early death has begun to affect our most venerable specimen trees.
 In January of 2012, Flo Jonic of Na-tional Public Radio interviewed New-port’s Tree & Parks Supervisor, who explained that 45 of the 152 Copper Beeches inventoried in Newport several years ago have now been lost:
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 INCOMEDonations 5,319Events 4,470Grants 42,700Membership 5,075Sponsorships 1,800Tree Purchases 240Tree Walk Maps 816
 Total Income 60,419 Cost of Goods Sold 420 Gross Income 59,999
 EXPENSES Educational Programs 31,272Administrative 8,749Tree Planting 1,664Events 3,806Development 6,695
 Total Expenses 52,186 Net Ordinary Income 7,813Dividends 425Long Term Capital Gain 2,341 Net Income 10,579
 T H E N E W P O R T T R E E S O C I E T Y
 2011 financial summary
 “30% in about four years. And these trees are so large, they make such an impact in the landscape when they dis-appear…it just completely changes the aesthetic. It’s drastic – there’s a big vi-sual impact.”
 — Scott Wheeler, Newport Tree Warden
 These majestic beeches, some of the finest in America, herald the waning of an entire generation of trees planted dur-ing the Gilded Age. Weakened by old age and disease, these trees are reaching the end of their natural life span. The unfor-tunate lapse in planting in the latter half of the twentieth century means that sig-nificant holes are now appearing in the fabric of our forest canopy.
 In 2010, the Newport Tree Society en-visioned a multi-faceted program of citi-zen-centered urban forestry in response to the growing threat. As outlined in this report of 2011 activities, the first phase of programming has included:
 - The Newport Arboretum- Beech & Elm Treatment Program- Newport Public Tree Inventory - Specimen Tree Restoration ProgramThe future of our urban forest is still
 unfolding; its story will never be com-plete, and there is much work ahead of us.
 Upcoming programming will include a native forest restoration project. (Al-though our city is blessed with open for-ested areas, including Miantonomi Park, Ballard Park and Brenton Point State Park, invasive species have greatly dis-turbed native ecosystems.) We will also continue to create educational program-ming for all ages. And finally, the regen-eration of our tree canopy through plant-ing on both public and private property is an ongoing responsibility.
 Our hope is that every Newporter joins us in the stewardship of our trees, writing the ongoing story of this very special for-est and the generation of citizen foresters that has embraced its care. n
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 BankNewportMr. & Mrs. Phillip BildenMrs. Robert O. CharlesMr. Robert CurrierMr. & Mrs. Ronald DickDick Family FoundationDiscover NewportMr. Harry EudenbachMr. Ronald FlemingMr. David B. Ford Fidelity Charitable Gift FundFluke Wine, Bar & KitchenMr. & Mrs. Sidney GorhamHotel VikingJane Pickens Theater
 Mr. Daniel KinderMs. Lisa LewisNewportFedMrs. Jonathan PardeeMr. & Mrs. Frank RayRhode Island Department of Environmental Management
 Ms. Holly RiceMs. Denise RobertsMs. Susan Ruf & Mr. Michael Walsh
 Mr. Jack SiravoMr. & Mrs. Joseph SullivanT.J. Brown Landscaping, Inc.Ms. Susan Tyler
 special supporters
 friends of the N E W P O RT
 A R B O R E T U MF O U N D I N G P A R T N E R S
 The Newport Tree SocietyAlletta Morris McBean Charitable TrustHelen Walker Raleigh Tree Care Trust
 van Beuren Charitable Foundation
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 friendsMs. Domenique Alfandre &
 Mr. Thomas Palmer Mr. Frank Amaral &
 Ms. Elizabeth StoufferMr. Jan ArmorMs. Sarah AtkinsMrs. Joseph BaptistaMs. Ellen BarnesMs. Patricia BaylorMr. & Mrs. Robert BeaverMs. Barbara BessetteMs. Patricia BlakeleyBowens Wharf Co.Mrs. James BreakellMr. David BrownMs. Eileen BrownMs. Sally BrownMs. Alana BrownMr. Daniel Burns Mr. John Campanini, Jr.Mr. & Mrs. Ross CannCasey Tree SpecialistsMs. Helen CatlettMr. & Mrs. Sam ChaseMrs. E. Taylor ChewningMr. Daniel ChristinaMs. Edna Cohane Mr. & Mrs. Jared ColemanMr. & Mrs. Jacques CousinsMr. & Mrs. Robert CowleyMr. James Currier &
 Ms. Kristyn Woodland Ms. Mary CurrierMr. Jeffrey CurtisMr. & Mrs. Charles
 Matthews DickMs. Lois DickisonMrs. Bruce DiPietroDoris Duke Monument
 FoundationMr. & Mrs. Emlen DraytonMs. Catherine DrukenMs. Susan DyeMr. & Mrs. Jan EckhartMs. Mary Louise FazzanoMs. Barbara FenlonMs. Katherine FieldMs. Linda FinnMr. Christopher FletcherMs. Bari GeorgeMr. Hank GilpinMs. Pamela GilpinMrs. Ernest GirouxMr. & Mrs. Peter GoffMs. Lindsay GreenMs. Audrey GrimesMrs. Richard GrosvenorMs. Jennifer HallMr. Michael HayesHazard Avenue Limited
 PartnershipMr. & Mrs. George Herrick
 Ms. Harriet HigginsMs. Carol HodgesMs. Mary Joan Hoene &
 Mr. Stephen SeiterMs. Stefano Hulitar Mr. & Mrs. William JacklinMr. Michael KathrensMs. Liliana KayMr. Kevin Kelly &
 Ms. Deborah KelseyMrs. William LeathermanMr. & Mrs. Jeffrey LeBaronThe Lindh FamilyMs. Elizabeth LindhMs. Didi LorillardMs. Shelley MahoodMs. Damaris MangoldMs. Susan McCoyMr. Justin McLaughlinMrs. Robert MeikleMs. Victoria MeleMr. Pierre MerleMs. Kathleen MerrilMs. Jess MerrillMs. Laurie MooreMorgan StanleyMr. Michael Murray, Esq.Ms. Naomi Neville &
 Mr. Jeff RothermelNewport Garden ClubDr. Hugh E. O’Donnell
 Left: Newport Tree Society President, Lilly Dick, with Captain Charles Weishar, a founding member of the Society, at the 2011 Saplings & Spirits fall fund-raiser. Photo courtesty of newportseen.com.
 Right: Board Member Timothy J. Brown with a historic Camperdown Elm in Washington Square’s Eisenhower Park.
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 T H E N E W P O R T T R E E S O C I E T Y
 B O A R D O F D I R E C T O R S
 Lilly Dick, PresidentJean Gorham, Vice PresidentTimothy Brown, TreasurerRobert CurrierHarry EudenbachPamela GilpinLisa Lewis
 N O N -V O T I N G O F F I C E R S Kristyn Woodland, Secretary
 N E W P O R T A R B O R E T U M A D V I S O R Y B O A R D
 John CampaniniJeffrey Curtis
 Thomas DupreeSusan Gordon, PhDFrank Mastrobuono
 Brian Maynard, PhD Julie Morris
 Martin Van Hof Scott Wheeler
 Mr. Roderick O’Hanley & Mr. Richard Crisson
 Mr. Robert OakleyMs. Katie ParentMrs. John PayneMrs. Claiborne PellMr. John J. PfautzMs. Linda PhillipsMr. & Mrs. James PurvianceMrs. Peter RandallMs. Sarah RichardsonMs. Marie RobinsonMrs. Bayard RussellMr. Bruce RyersonMs. Joanne SalvoMr. Frederico Santi &
 Mr. John GaucherMr. Turner Scott
 Mr. Michael SemenzaMr. Michael SepeMr. & Mrs. Albert K.
 Sherman, Jr.Ms. Kathleen D. ShinnersMs. Joan SimmonsMr. & Mrs. Edward SmithMs. Janice SmythMs. Ineko StephanMr. & Mrs. Edward StoneMr. & Mrs. Joseph SullivanMs. Stephanie SznekeMr. & Mrs. Dennis TaberMr. David ThalmannMs. Julie TolandMs. Mary Mohler &
 Mr. Ed TrautmanMs. Valerie N. Urry
 Ms. Jean VaasMr. & Mrs. William VareikaMr. & Mrs. Victor VazquezMr. & Mrs. Robert WalkerMr. & Mrs. William WallaceMr. & Mrs. Alexander WalshMr. Michael WalshMs. Brownie WarburtonMs. Bonnie WatsonMs. Catherine WeaverSenator Theresa Paiva WeedCapt. Charles WeisharMr. Mark WhitcherMs. Joan WilsonMr. & Mrs. Jay WilsonMs. Barbara WinklerMr. & Mrs. Henry Winthrop
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 newportarboretum.orgT H E N E W P O R T T R E E S O C I E T Y
 THE NEWPORT ARBORETUMCITIZEN fORESTRY AWARDS
 C A R L A M . & C A P TA I N J A M E S O ’ R O U R K EIn recognition of their many years of neighborhood-based beautification efforts, transforming the character of Mann Avenue through the organizationon of street-wide tree planting initiatives.
 T H E P O I N T A S S O C I AT I O NFor Joan and Michael Simmons and the Point Association in recognition of their many years of tree planting efforts contributing to the natural beauty and environmental health of one of Newport’s most celebrated neighborhoods.
 W I L L I A M & A L I S O N VA R E I K AIn recognition of their aid in regenerating Newport’s urban forest by the planting of a specimen Copper Beech, Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea.’
 B E L L E V U E S Q UA R E C O N D O A S S O C .To Patrick McGrath for his leadership and Miles Bidwell and the entire Bellevue Square Condominium Association in recognition of their aid in regenerating Newport’s urban forest by the planting of a specimen tree.
 J O H N M O G E LFor transforming an important Newport intersection through a combination of private property beautification and street tree planting along Broadway and Rhode Island Avenue.
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