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CHAPTER I

The Black Imp

A slightly decrepit roadster lurched to an abrupt halt

in front of the Altman residence, and the blond,

blue-eyed driver hailed a plump, dark-haired girl

who stood on the front porch.

Hello, Susan. Been waiting long?

Only about ten minutes, Penny.Im terribly sorry to be late, but
I think we can

still make it on time if we hurry.

Before replying, Susan Altman slid into the front

seat beside her chum, Penelope Nichols. Then she

said frankly:

If we miss the affair altogether I shant be

broken hearted. Im going solely to please you.Penny laughed as
she steered the car smoothly

through traffic.

I know you are, Sue. But I dont think well

have such a dull time as you imagine. It isnt every

day that one has an opportunity to see a five

thousand dollar statue unveiled.
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Will the winner of the Huddleson prize get that

much money? Susan asked in awe.

Yes, and they say the competition this year hasbeen very keen.
The showing today at the Gage

Galleries is a private onethe general public wont

be allowed to see the statues for a week or so.

Then how do we get in?

Penny displayed two printed cards. Dad, she

announced laconically.

Pennys father, Christopher Nichols, a noteddetective, was well
known in Belton City and had

many influential friends. The tickets to the special

showing of the prize statuary at the Gage Galleries

had been presented to him and since he had no

interest in the affair he had passed them on to his

daughter.

The winning statue is to be unveiled at threeoclock, Penny
declared. What time is it now,

Sue?

Then well never make it, Penny groaned,

stepping harder on the gasoline pedal.

Say, you slow down or Ill get out and walk,

Susan protested. I dont intend to risk my lifenot

for any old statue!Penny obediently slackened speed. Although
she

drove well and had the car under perfect control she

had been traveling a trifle fast. Thats better,

Susan approved. At this speed theres absolutely no

danger

Her words broke off abruptly as Penny slammed
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on the foot brake so hard that she was flung forward

in the seat. From a side street, a long gray sedan

unexpectedly had entered the main boulevard, thedriver utterly
disregarding the stop sign.

Penny swerved in time to avoid a crash, but the

fenders of the two cars jarred together.

The girls sprang out to see how much damage had

been done. The driver of the gray sedan likewise

drew up to the curbing and alighted. He was a tall,

thin man with a black moustache, immaculatelydressed in gray
tweeds. He wore a gardenia in the

lapel of his well-tailored coat.

See what youve done! he accused angrily

before either Penny or Susan could speak. Just look

at that.

He pointed to the rear fender which had been

badly dented and bent. Penny cast an appraisingglance at her own
car and was relieved to note that

save for a few minor scratches it had not been

damaged.

Its too bad, she acknowledged with a polite

show of sympathy. Didnt you see the boulevard

stop?

The man turned upon her wrathfully. Of course Isaw it. And I
made the required stop too.

Oh, no you didnt, Susan interposed heatedly.

You just barged right in without looking in either

direction.

What do you intend to do about my fender? the

man demanded testily of Penny, ignoring Susan
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entirely.

Nothing. The fault was entirely yours. Youre

lucky the accident wasnt any worse.Well see about this, the
driver snapped. He

made a great ado of copying down the license

number of Pennys car.

If youre determined to make a fuss, I should

advise you to see my fatherhis name is

Christopher Nichols.

Nichols, the detective?Penny could not restrain a smile for it
was easy to

see that the name had startled the belligerent driver.

Yes, she admitted.

With a scowl, the man returned paper and pencil

to his pocket, not bothering to copy down the entire

license number.

Why didnt you tell me that before? hemuttered, climbing back
into his car.

You didnt ask me.

The man drove away, while Penny and Susan,

after making a careful examination of the roadster,

continued toward the Gage Galleries.

I guess it was lucky I had slowed down before

we met that fellow, Penny remarked. Otherwise Icouldnt have
stopped in time to avert a crash.

Do you think hell try to cause trouble?

I doubt it. Legally he hasnt any grounds for

complaint. He probably thought he could bluff me

into paying for a new fender, but when he

discovered I had a detective for a father he changed


	
8/3/2019 Penny Nichols 3 Black Imp

12/201

5

his mind.

Penny chuckled softly and drew up at the rear

entrance of the Gage Galleries. The street wascrowded with fine
limousines, but after searching

for a minute or two the girls found a parking place.

Were late, Penny announced. Lets go in the

back way. It will save time.

They entered the rear door. Hurrying along the

dark corridor, intent only upon finding the main

exhibition room, they did not observe a uniformedattendant who
was approaching from the opposite

direction bearing a canvas covered painting. The

girls ran into him.

Oh, I beg your pardon, Penny apologized. I

didnt see you at all.

The man muttered something which the girls did

not catch.Can you tell us the way to the exhibition room

where the Huddleson prize ceramics are being

displayed? Susan requested.

The attendant did not answer. Instead he moved

swiftly on down the corridor with his burden.

Real sociable, isnt he? Penny commented.

But come on, Sue, well find the place without hishelp.

They followed the corridor until it branched off in

several directions. As they paused uncertainly,

another attendant approached them to inquire if he

might be of assistance. In response to their question,

he directed them to a room on the upper floor.
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The girls heard a hum of voices as they entered

the exhibition hall. After all they were not late.

Artists, sculptors, society women and art critics weremoving
about the room in stately groups, peering

curiously at the various statues which were

displayed along the walls. Penny and Susan felt

slightly ill at ease in such company. Save for one

other girl who appeared to be about their own age,

they were the only young people present.

After showing their cards of admission, Pennyand Susan joined
the milling throng. They peered at

first one statue and then another, but were not really

enthusiastic until they came to a tiny figure which

seemed to be attracting more than its share of

attention.

It was an unusual piece; a small, dejected imp of

clay who sat hunched over a woodland log. Thework had rhythm and
grace.

The girls studied the placard beneath the figure

and Penny read aloud:

The Black Imp by Amy Coulter.

Sort of cute, isnt it? Susan commented.

From the conversation which flowed about them

they quickly gathered that the Black Imp wasconsidered by
artists and critics to be one of the

most promising entries in the contest. They heard

several distinguished appearing persons say that

they expected the figure to win first prize.

I am not so sure of that, another gentleman

disagreed. The work deserves to winbut judges
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have strange opinions sometimes.

Especially a judge such as Hanley Cron, the

other added dryly. As he spoke, he jerked his headin the
direction of a tall, thin man who stood at the

opposite side of the room.

Until that moment, Penny and Susan had not

noticed him. It was the same driver who had caused

them so much annoyance.

Gracious! Penny exclaimed in an undertone as

she made the disconcerting discovery. Do yousuppose heis Hanley
Cron, the contest judge?

Thats what those two men just said, Susan

returned. Lets get away from here before he sees

us.

She tugged at her chums hand but Penny would

not budge.

Why should we run away, Sue? The accidentwas all his fault.
Anyway, Im curious to see the

statue hell select as the prize winner.

I hope he knows more about art than he does of

driving automobiles.

Hanley Cron, Penny repeated thoughtfully to

herself. Ive heard that name before. Let me

thinkoh, now I remember. Hes an art critic fortheBelton City
Star.

I dont believe a man with his disposition could

have a speck of judgment, Susan said irritably.

A soft, musical laugh caused them both to turn

quickly. Directly behind stood the same girl they

had noticed upon first entering the exhibition hall.
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She was slender and dark and wore her shining

black hair in a becoming coil at the back of her

neck.I couldnt help hearing what you said about Mr.

Cron, the girl declared, regarding them with

twinkling eyes, and I do hope youre wrong. How

dreadful it would be if he should award the five

thousand dollar prize to some inferior piece of

worksuch as this silly Black Imp, for instance.

Why, we think its the best figure here, Pennysaid in some
surprise. Dont you consider Amy

Coulter a good sculptress?

Only moderately so. The girl works hard and is

pathetically ambitious, but it takes more than that to

win a prize.

You seem to know Miss Coulter well, Penny

remarked.Yes, indeed. I might call myself her best friend.

Are you an artist? Susan questioned. Before the

other could respond, a nicely dressed woman paused

for a moment to admire the Black Imp.

You are to be congratulated, Miss Coulter, she

said, addressing the girl. Your work has power. It

deserves to win the prize.The woman moved on and Penny and
Susan

found themselves staring at their new acquaintance

in amazement.

Are you Amy Coulter? Penny gasped.

The girl smilingly admitted that she was. I

wanted to learn what you really thought of my little
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figure, she declared.

Penny and Susan assured her again that they liked

it better than any piece they had seen.You dont look a bit like
I imagined a famous

sculptress would, Susan said, slightly in awe.

Perhaps thats because Im not famous.

You will be after the prize award is announced,

Penny assured her. Everyone is saying your entry is

the best.

I do think the Black Imp is good, the girladmitted slowly. Of
course I was only joking about

it a moment ago. Ive labored over it for months and

its my best work. Im hopingalmost praying that

Ill win the prize. The money would mean

everything to me.

Before either Penny or Susan could speak, an

elderly woman clapped her hands sharply together toattract
attention. Immediately the room became

quiet.

If you will kindly find seats, the program will

start, the woman announced.

Susan and Penny secured chairs in the second

row. When they looked about for Amy Coulter they

noticed that she was sitting at the rear of the room,looking
tense and worried.

Miss Coulter was nice, wasnt she? Susan

whispered. I hope her entry wins.

So do I. You can tell this contest means a lot to

her.

When Hanley Cron was introduced to the
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audience he was greeted with a mild round of

applause in which Susan and Penny did not join.

They listened closely to his speech however, andwere forced to
acknowledge that the man was a

good public speaker. His manners before a crowd

could not be criticized for he was both pleasant and

witty. He praised in general terms all of the many

fine entries in the contest, and mentioned

perfunctorily his regret that each contestant could

not be awarded the coveted prize.Susan grew impatient. Why
doesnt he get to the

point? she fretted.

At length the man did. As he prepared to make

the all important announcement many leaned

expectantly forward in their chairs. Susan smiled

confidently back at Amy.

Ladies and gentlemen, Hanley Cron intoned, Itake great pleasure
in awarding the five thousand

dollar Huddleson prize to James Comberton for his

truly remarkable creation, Winged Night.

A little buzz of excitement and obvious

disappointment greeted the announcement. Susan

and Penny were aghast. While they did not pretend

to be art critics, the statue which had been selectedseemed to
them far inferior to the Black Imp.

Apparently, many other persons shared the same

opinion.

As Hanley Cron, a trifle defiantly, went on to

explain the various points of merit which had caused

him to select the prize winning statue, some openly
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shook their heads in disagreement. There was a great

deal of whispering.

Poor Amy! Penny commented regretfully to herchum. She was so
hopeful of winning.

And she should have too! Susan whispered

indignantly. I told you Hanley Cron couldnt know

anything about judging a statue. Hes just a noisy

talker!

Penny smiled, knowing that her chums opinion

was decidedly biased. The girls were tactful enoughnot to turn
and stare at Amy, but when it was

possible to look back without appearing to do so,

they glanced toward the seat in the rear row which

the young sculptress had occupied. It was empty.

I guess she slipped away as soon as she heard

the bad news, Penny said regretfully. The

announcement must have been a bitterdisappointment.

Hanley Cron ended his speech a few minutes later

and a silent, dissatisfied crowd arose to depart.

Penny and Susan hurriedly started toward the door,

preferring to get away before the art critic

recognized them.

They did not reach the outside corridor, for auniformed
attendant came swiftly into the room,

closing the door firmly after him.

No one must leave this room! he commanded

the startled group. A shocking thing has just

occurred. Someone has stolen a priceless Rembrandt

painting from the adjoining exhibition hall!
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CHAPTER II

A Mysterious Package

A stunned silence greeted the attendants

announcement, then the room hummed with excited

comment. Not in many years had anyone attempted

to steal paintings or art treasures from the Gage

Galleries for the institution was closely guarded.

Hanley Cron stepped forward to ply the attendantwith questions
regarding the theft.

You say a valuable painting has disappeared

from the adjoining room?

Yes, a priceless Rembrandt. It was a very small

paintingone which could be smuggled out under

ones coat.

And when was this loss discovered?Only a few minutes ago, sir.
The picture and the

frame both were taken. The museum authorities

have ordered that no one shall leave the building

without submitting to a search.

A few of the visitors were indignant at such a

requirement although the majority readily
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acknowledged that the order was a necessary one.

Its ridiculous to suspect anyone in this room,

Hanley Cron began, and then stopped. He lookedquickly about and
asked abruptly: What became of

that girl who was sitting in the back row?

I think she left directly after your announcement

regarding the prize, Penny informed when no one

spoke.

For the first time the art critic fastened his gaze

upon the two girls. He instantly recognized them andhis face
darkened.

Who was the young woman? the attendant

questioned Penny.

Her name was Amy Coulter, I believe.

A friend of yours? Hanley Cron demanded with

an unpleasant inflection to his voice.

I met her for the first time this afternoon.Does anyone know
anything about this girl? the

art critic questioned the crowd in general.

Although a number of persons were slightly

acquainted with the young sculptress, no one could

offer any information regarding her character. Susan

and Penny grew slightly annoyed at Hanley Crons

method of handling the situation.I dont see that Amy Coulter has
any connection

with the disappearance of the painting in the

adjoining room, Penny said impatiently. She came

here today because of her entry, The Black Imp

was being considered in the contest. I have no doubt

that she left because the award was bestowed upon
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another statue.

Ill see if the young woman is still in the

building, the guard announced.He went away, returning in a few
minutes

accompanied by an official of the museum.

Apparently, Miss Coulter has left the Galleries,

the latter informed in a worried manner. Can

anyone here furnish us with the girls address?

I believe she lives in a rooming house

somewhere on Pearl Street, a woman in the crowdspoke up. I hope
you are not trying to connect the

poor girl with the loss of the painting.

Unfortunately, she is under suspicion, the

official replied.

Surely the girl had a right to leave the building

when she chose! Penny exclaimed.

It happens that she was seen by a guard hurryingaway from the
Galleries with a flat package under

her arm. She left by a back stairs and was not

observed until she was stepping into a taxi cab. The

attendant tried to stop her but was too late.

And was the package this girl carried the

approximate size of the stolen painting? Penny

asked incredulously.The guard reports that it was. He was
almost

certain it was a painting.

Penny and Susan were amazed at the information.

They did not believe that Amy Coulter had the

slightest connection with the disappearance of the

famous picture and were astonished that the official
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seemed to be of a contrary opinion.

Miss Coulter couldnt have taken the painting,

Penny declared impulsively. Why, she was here inthis room until
just a few minutes ago.

Did you notice the exact time at which she left?

Hanley Cron demanded.

No, but

Then you have no evidence to offer. It looks to

me as if youre trying to protect this girl.

I only want to see justice done. And I do haveevidence! Pennys
face brightened with excitement.

As my friend and I were coming into the building

we met an attendant who was moving a small

canvas-covered painting down a back corridor. We

accidentally bumped into him and he became very

confused.

Thats true, Susan added quickly. We bothnoticed that the man
acted strangely as if he had

been caught doing something wrong.

Do I understand that you are suggesting this

attendant of the Galleries was the one who stole the

painting? Cron demanded with a superior, amused

smile.

Im not suggesting anything, Penny returned,but theres just as
much evidence to support such a

belief as there is that Amy Coulter took the picture.

Can you describe this attendant? the official

questioned.

He was short and heavy-set, with dark hair and

eyes. His face was slightly furrowed and he wore a
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regulation blue uniform.

Susan was amazed at her chums accurate

description of the attendant, for she could not haverecalled any
of his features. However, Penny was

naturally observant, as her father had trained her to

take mental note of persons she met without making

a special effort to do so.

Your description seems to fit one of our new

employees, the official said slowly. A man by the

name of Hoges. I will question him immediatelyalthough I feel
confident that he was only moving a

picture according to orders.

After a very perfunctory examination the persons

who had been detained in the exhibition room were

permitted to leave. Penny and Susan lingered after

many had gone, hoping to be of assistance in

identifying the attendant who was under suspicion.As it turned
out they had a long wait for nothing.

The official who had made it his business to

investigate Hoges record reported that the attendant

was not to be located. He had left the Galleries for

the day.

Isnt that rather suspicious? Penny inquired.

No, he was off duty at three oclock.But we saw him moving the
picture a little after

that hour, Susan informed.

He may have been working a few minutes

overtime. Hoges is considered an honest employee.

He came to us highly recommended. I am told that

he had been ordered to move several pictures this
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afternoon.

There was nothing more that Penny or Susan

could say. As they were departing the police arrivedupon the
scene to make an investigation of the theft.

The girls saw Hanley Cron and the official talking

with the officers and they heard Amy Coulters

name mentioned.

Its ridiculous to try to throw the blame on her,

Penny declared as she and Susan went to their

parked car. You can be sure that painting wasntstolen by any
novice.

Amy might have done it out of spite, Susan

suggested slowly. Because she was provoked about

the prize.

It doesnt sound reasonable to me, Sue. Wait

until the police get busy on the case. Theyll soon

prove that she had nothing to do with the theft.Penny was so
confident of such an outcome that

she did not feel greatly concerned for Amy.

Although she had talked with the girl only a few

minutes, she had taken an immediate liking to her.

Both she and Susan had been keenly disappointed at

Hanley Crons decision to award the five thousand

dollar prize to an entry other than the Black Imp.Penny dropped
Susan off at the Altman residence,

and then, since it was nearly time for her father to

leave his office, stopped at the Nichols Detective

Agency to take him home.

Christopher Nichols was a tall, dignified looking

man with appraising gray eyes and a slight tinge of
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gray in his hair. He had solved many unusual cases

and it was said of him that he was one of the

shrewdest detectives in the state.Mr. Nichols took his own
accomplishments in a

matter-of-fact way, but he liked to boast of his

attractive daughters ability as a sleuth. He was very

proud of Penny and teased her by frequently

referring to the mysteries which she had solved. In

the first volume of this series, entitled, Penny

Nichols Finds a Clue, the girl had beeninstrumental in capturing
a daring gang of auto

thieves. Later she visited a queer old mansion in the

mountains and by her discovery of an underground

tunnel and a secret staircase cleared up The

Mystery of the Lost Key.

Now as she entered her fathers office, it did not

occur to Penny that she had embarked upon a newadventure. She
perched herself on the corner of the

desk and swiftly gave an account not only of the

daring theft at the art museum, but of her unpleasant

meeting with Hanley Cron. Mr. Nichols was deeply

interested in the details of the theft.

A Rembrandt, he whistled softly. That

painting must represent quite a tidy sum of money.How much?
Penny inquired curiously.

Oh, Id not venture to say without knowing more

about the picture. Offhand Id guess several

thousand dollars.

Doesnt it seem silly to think that Amy Coulter

could have anything to do with the theft?
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Upon the face of it, yes, the detective replied

slowly. Of course the girl may have been an agent

of another. Picture thefts usually are accomplishedby several
crooks working together.

The girl didnt look like a crook, Dad.

Appearances often are deceitful, Penny. Some of

our most dangerous criminals would pass on the

street as ordinary citizens. However, I do not doubt

that the girl is innocent. It does seem a little strange

that she succeeded in carrying a package out of thebuilding
without being stopped by a guard, but

probably she will be cleared of suspicion within a

day or so.

Mr. Nichols locked his desk for it was time to

close. As he and Penny were preparing to leave, the

secretary appeared in the doorway.

A man to see you, Mr. Nichols.A man did you say? the detective
asked with a

twinkle. Or a gentleman?

A man, the secretary repeated firmly. And an

unpleasant appearing one at that.

Did you tell him that we are just closing the

office?

I did, Mr. Nichols, but he insisted that hisbusiness was very
urgent. He refused to give his

name.

The detective frowned and then asked: Would

you say the man is an underworld character?

He looks it. Shall I tell him you cannot see him

this afternoon?
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No, Ill see him, Mr. Nichols decided. You

may send him in.

Penny arose to leave. I suppose Ill have to go,she grumbled.

Duck into the next room if you like, the

detective said. If the conversation gets too

interesting, stuff cotton in your ears.

Penny laughed and quickly secreted herself in the

private study which adjoined her fathers office. She

closed the door between the rooms but was carefulto leave a
generous sized crack through which she

could both see and hear.

Scarcely had her father seated himself at his desk

when the visitor entered. The secretarys appraisal

of the man had not prepared Penny for his actual

appearance. He was a stout person, prosperous

looking, with several glittering diamond rings on hisstubby
fingers. His clothes were cut in the latest

style, his shoes were brilliantly shined, and he

carried a sporty cane.

When Penny surveyed the visitors face she knew

why her fathers secretary had catalogued him as an

underworld character. His expression was hard and

ruthless, his smile cold and sinister.Good afternoon, Mr.
Nichols, the man said in a

purring voice. You know my name I think.

The detectives eyes narrowed as he recognized

the visitor but otherwise his expression did not alter.

He said evenly:

Yes, I know you very well indeedMax
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Lynch!

Penny, crouching at the door, felt a chill of

excitement pass over her body as she heard thename. Max Lynch
was a notorious crook, a swindler

and a gambler, a man who often had been accused of

crimes but seldom convicted of them.

Well, whats your game this time, Max? the

detective demanded sharply. What brought you

here?
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CHAPTER III

The Threat

Max Lynch smiled disarmingly as he seated himself

in a chair opposite the detective.You have an abrupt way with
your clients,

Nichols.

Youre no client of mine, the detective retorted.

You never have been and you never will be!

The gambler continued to smile blandly, refusing

to take offense. I admit Ive never hired you on a

job of my own, he said. But many a time a guyhas said to me Who
is the best private dick in

town? and I says Chris Nichols, just like that. It

has brought you some nice jobs.

I dont believe Ive ever taken any case through

your influence, Max Lynch. But thats neither here

nor there. Whats on your mind?
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The gambler moved forward in his chair.

Well, Nichols, its like this. Dutch ONeil is in

the jug for pasting a dude customer of mine over atmy casino
last night. Dutch is one of my bouncers

and this fellow started upsetting the faro tables after

he had lost his roll. Dutch bounced him out so hard

the fellow is in the hospital with a broken jaw.

And you want me to send the man some

flowers? the detective asked sarcastically.

Max Lynch ignored the thrust. Its this way, heexplained. The guy
turned out to be a big shot of

the towna broker or something. And he has turned

so much heat on the judge the poor old fossil is

afraid to let Dutch go. Now it happens this broker is

an old friend and client of yoursGeorge Kirby.

Know him?

Yes, I know him very well.All right, you go and see George and
soften him

up. If you can get him to drop his charges and have

the case nolled theres half a grand in it for you.

Ill have nothing to do with it.

Ill raise the ante, the gambler offered. Seven

hundred and fifty.

Theres not enough of your kind of money inthis town to employ me
on a crooked case like this.

A real good guy, aint you? Lynch sneered.

No, not good. Just sanitary.

The gamblers face flushed with anger as he arose

and edged toward the door.

O.K., chief, he said mockingly. And dont
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worry about that sanitary stuff. Just wait till our

clean-up gang hears about this!

He slammed the door after him and Penny couldhear his heels
clicking angrily as he walked rapidly

down the long corridor to the elevator. She quickly

came out of hiding.

Dad, that was Max Lynchthe one they call

Diamond Max, wasnt it? she inquired anxiously.

Yes, the detective responded soberly. I guess I

shouldnt have permitted you to listen to theconversation.

Im glad you did. Only it made the chills run

down my spine to hear that man talk. He seemed so

sinister.

Max isnt a very pleasant character, Penny.

What did he mean by that last remark? It

sounded like a threat.I imagine it was a threat, Penny.

Why dont you turn the man over to the police,

Dad, for attempted bribery?

I wish I could, her father answered. Max is a

slippery eel to catch. The police have been trying for

years to get evidence against himthey always

fail.But he deliberately tried to bribe you, Dad.

Surely that ought to be enough to land him in jail.

Mr. Nichols shook his head as he thoughtfully

toyed with a penknife.

Max surrounds himself with highly paid,

crooked lawyers and hired witnesses. He is clever
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and cagey. Several times he has been brought to trial

but always he escapes.

Why do they call him Diamond Max? Pennyquestioned curiously.

Hes been known by that name ever since I can

remember. Perhaps you noticed that the man wore a

number of diamonds?

He was loaded with them. Were they genuine?

Oh, yes. Max has always had a passion for

jewels, especially diamonds.I suppose he came by them
dishonestly.

Possibly, although he could easily afford to buy

fine jewels with the profit derived from his casino.

The place is called the Red Rose, isnt it?

Penny remarked.

Yes, its a disgrace to the community.

Then why hasnt it been closed?Mr. Nichols smiled tolerantly at
his daughter.

The Red Rose is located just over the county line,

he explained. It happens that the sheriff has a very

charitable attitude toward Lynchs gambling

enterprises.

Then theres nothing to be done?

Not very much I fear. What we need is a newsheriff.

Promise me youll be careful, Penny urged

anxiously. Im afraid of what Max may attempt to

do.

Mr. Nichols smiled confidently as he locked his

desk.
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His threat was an idle one I think. Dont give it a

moments thought. Your old Dad can take care of

himself.Penny sighed as she followed her father to the

elevator. She knew that she should dismiss the

matter from her mind yet that was exactly what she

could not do. Ever since she could remember Mr.

Nichols had lived a dangerous life. He had trailed

and captured daring criminals and during his lengthy

career, first as a police officer and later as a
privatedetective, had received many threats. Several times

he had escaped violence by a narrow margin.

Usually Penny did not worry, but Max Lynch had

impressed her as a man who would seek retaliation.

The girl was so preoccupied as they drove toward

the Nichols home that the detective commented

upon her silence.Forget it, he advised kindly. I know how to

deal with Maxs strong-arm squad.

Penny halted the car on the driveway and the

detective alighted to open the garage doors. She

drove in and snapped off the ignition. Together she

and her father walked up the stepping-stone path to

the rear entrance of the house.The Nichols residence was not
imposing in

appearance but the well-shrubbed grounds gave it a

home-like air. A grass tennis court occupied one part

of the lot while the opposite side was devoted to

Mrs. Gallups flowers. Since the death of Pennys

mother, the kindly woman had served as a faithful
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housekeeper.

Mrs. Gallup, her plump arms covered with flour,

was making biscuits when Penny and her fatherentered the neat
kitchen.

Im slow tonight, she apologized. All

afternoon agents and peddlers have been coming to

the door. It was enough to drive a body crazy. But

Ill have dinner ready in about fifteen minutes.

Were in no hurry, Penny assured her. Has the

evening paper come yet?Yes, I heard the boy drop it in the
mailbox a few

minutes ago.

Usually Penny had scant interest in the newspaper

but she was curious to learn what had been

published concerning the stolen Rembrandt. She ran

to the mailbox and soon had the sheet spread out on

the floor. As she had expected, the story appeared onthe front
page. And there was a slightly blurred

picture of the painting which had been stolen. Penny

studied it carefully and read the story several times

before relinquishing the paper to her father.

Well, has the thief been apprehended? Mr.

Nichols asked with a smile.

No, the story just says the police are working onthe case and
expect to make an arrest within a few

days.

Your young friends name isnt mentioned?

Amy Coulter? No, but I dont like that statement

about the police expecting to make an arrest.

Its probably just some reporters idea, Mr.
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Nichols answered carelessly.

I certainly hope so. Of course, its possible the

police have traced the real culprit by this time. I hateto think
Amy Coulter is under suspicion.

After Mr. Nichols had read the newspaper, Penny

carefully cut out the story which concerned the theft

at the Gage Galleries, including the reproduction of

the missing painting and a map of the various rooms

of the museum.

Do you intend to do a little private work on thecase? the
detective inquired, slightly amused.

Penny laughed and shook her head. No, I was

just interested because I happened to be at the

Galleries when the painting disappeared.

In an inside section of the paper she found an

article which had been written by the art critic,

Hanley Cron. He discussed at length his selection ofthe prize
winning statue, but while he listed a

number of figures which were deserving of high

praise, nothing was said regarding The Black Imp,

Amy Coulters entry in the contest.

After dinner Im going to get another paper and

learn what other critics have to say about it, Penny

announced. You should have seen the prizewinning piece, Dad. It
was terrible!

I fear you may be prejudiced in this Coulter

girls favor, my dear.

Im not. Others said the same thing.

Directly after the dinner dishes were wiped,

Penny slipped out to the street corner to purchase
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two other evening papers. She turned to the art

sections and was gratified to discover that Hanley

Crons selection of the statue, Winged Night, wasseverely
criticized by various authorities. Amy

Coulters entry was highly praised and one writer

ventured to say that it should have been awarded the

five-thousand-dollar prize.

Penny showed the papers to Mrs. Gallup and her

father, feeling that her judgment had been

confirmed. However, she was deeply troubled by thesimilarity of
the news stories regarding the theft of

the painting. Each account mentioned that the police

expected to make an arrest soon and one said that

officials of the museum were of the opinion the

painting had been stolen by a disgruntled contestant

for the Huddleson prize.

They must mean Amy, Penny declared. Iwonder if she has any idea
she is under suspicion.

The telephone rang. It was a call from police

headquarters for Mr. Nichols.

Ill have to run down to the station for a few

minutes, the detective announced as he returned to

the living room after answering the summons. The

chief wants to talk with me about an importantcase.

While youre there see if you cant get a little

information about the stolen painting, Penny urged,

helping her father into his coat. Find out if they

really are looking for Amy Coulter.

So you can tip her off I suppose? Mr. Nichols
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inquired dryly.

I hadnt thought of it particularly, but its an

excellent idea, Penny twinkled.Mr. Nichols was gone nearly two
hours, but as he

had expected, Penny was waiting up for him when

he entered the house.

What did you learn? she demanded instantly.

Is Amy Coulter under suspicion?

Oh, I didnt consider it a good policy to ask

questions about a matter which was none of myconcern.

Then you found out nothing, Penny cried in

disappointment. And Ive been sitting up waiting

for you too!

I didnt say what I learned, Mr. Nichols smiled.

I merely mentioned that I did not make any

inquiries.You did learn something then! Tell me!

Nothing very encouraging, Penny. The police

are after this girlat least they intend to apprehend

her for questioning.

Shes not been arrested yet?

No, it seems they havent located her yet.

I heard someone at the Gage Galleries say MissCoulter lived at a
rooming house on Pearl Street. I

wonder if shes still there.

If she is, my advice to you is to keep away from

the place, Mr. Nichols said severely. Dont get

mixed up in the affair.

But it seems so unfair for the police to annoy an
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innocent person, Dad.

All right, go ahead and involve yourself if you

must, the detective returned. If you land in jail forassisting a
criminal I suppose I can always arrange

to bail you out!

They both knew that Penny would never feel

comfortable in her mind until she had warned Amy

Coulter of the accusation against her.

Directly after breakfast the next morning Penny

took the car and drove to Pearl Street. She did nothave Amys
exact address but she was of the

opinion that it would not be difficult to locate the

right house. Therefore, she was dismayed to

discover that the street seemed to consist of uniform

looking dwelling places, nearly all with room for

rent signs in the front windows.

This will be like hunting for the proverbialneedle in the
haystack, Penny thought.

Beginning at one end of the street, she rang the

doorbell of each likely looking house, inquiring if

anyone by the name of Amy Coulter roomed there.

She had covered nearly half the street and was

growing very discouraged when she halted at a place

which looked cleaner and slightly more inviting thanits crowded
neighbors.

In response to Pennys rap, a woman in a blue

wrapper came to the door.

Can you tell me if a girl named Amy Coulter

lives here? Penny asked mechanically, for she had

asked the question many times.
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Amy Coulter? the woman repeated. No, not

any more.

Then she did live here at one time? Pennyinquired eagerly.

Yes, until last night. She didnt give me any

notice. She just took her luggage and went.

Did Miss Coulter leave a forwarding address?

No, she didnt. I cant tell you anything more

about her.

Impolitely, the woman closed the door in Pennysface.

The girl walked slowly down the steps to the

street. She was disappointed at not finding Amy, and

a little troubled to learn that the youthful sculptress

had departed from the rooming house without

leaving an address. Her disappearance looked almost

like flight.The muffled roar of an automobile engine caused

Penny to gaze toward the street. A dark blue car had

pulled up to the curbing. Three men in civilian garb

climbed out, and after briefly surveying the rooming

house, walked toward it.

Plain-clothes men from police headquarters,

Penny appraised instantly. I can spot them a mileaway. I wonder
if theyre on the trail of Amy

Coulter too?
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CHAPTER IV

Following Amys Trail

The detectives glanced curiously at Penny as theycame up the
steps to the rooming house but failed to

notice that she lingered by the street curbing to learn

what had brought them to the scene. They rang the

bell and the door was opened almost instantly by the

landlady.

You may as well go away, she began irately,

then paused in confusion. Oh, I beg your pardon. Ithought it was
someone else.

The plain clothes men flashed their badges and

then inquired if Amy Coulter resided at the house.

Youre not the first thats asked for her, the

woman informed. Someone from the Gage

Galleries has been telephoning all morning until its

enough to drive a body wild. And just a minute agoa girl came to
bother me.

I take it then that Amy Coulter is not here? one

of the detectives interrupted.

No, she packed up her luggage and cleared out

last night without leaving an address. What has she

done now?
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Were not certain that she has done anything, but

we wish to question her.

I thought something was wrong when shecleared out so fast, the
landlady declared. She paid

her rent all right, but she was a queer one. I was

suspicious of her from the first.

The detectives talked with the landlady a few

minutes longer before returning to their car.

Penny had heard the entire conversation. The visit

of the plain clothes men to the rooming house madeit clear to
her that the order definitely had gone out

for Amy Coulters apprehension as a suspect in the

Gage Galleries theft. It seemed likely that the young

sculptress was aware of the situation, for otherwise

why would she disappear without leaving a

forwarding address?

Anyway, theres nothing I can do, Pennythought. I may as well
give up the search and go

shopping.

Since Pearl Street was not far from the business

section of Belton City, she left her automobile

parked at the curbing and walked to the nearest

department store.

Penny had a long list of items to purchase, forMrs. Gallup had
mentioned a number of articles

which were needed for the house. It was well after

the noon hour when she finished the task. She

dropped in at the store tearoom for a sandwich and

cup of chocolate, then gathered up her packages and

started back to her car.
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Turning the first corner, she was startled to notice

a familiar figure across the street. A girl in a shabby

blue serge suit was staring into the window of acandy shop.

That looks like Amy Coulter! Penny thought

excitedly.

She hurried across the street to accost the girl.

Upon hearing her name called Amy turned swiftly

and her face lighted with pleasure.

Why, how nice to meet you again, MissNichols.

For an instant Penny felt embarrassed. Amy

looked so genuinely glad to see her that it was

difficult to believe the girl could know of the

accusation against her. It would be awkward to bring

up the subject.

I was hoping I might see you, Penny declaredafter a brief
silence. In fact, I called at your

rooming house only a little while ago. The landlady

told me you had moved.

Yes, I didnt like the place very well. And it was

too expensive for me.

Where are you staying now? Penny questioned,

and then as the other girl hesitated for an answer,said quickly:
Dont tell me unless you wish.

Of course I want you to know, Miss Nichols. I

have a room on Fulton Avenue only a few blocks

from here. If you have time Id like to have you visit

me. I am on my way home now.

Id like to accompany you, Penny said quickly.
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Theres something I want to talk to you about.

Amy Coulter looked surprised at such a response,

but offered no comment. The girls devoted theirconversation to
casual subjects as they walked

toward the rooming house.

Presently they paused before a drab looking

building in a quiet street. Amy offered no apology as

she led Penny up four flights of stairs to a tiny room

on the top floor.

Penny noticed that Amy had arranged the cheapfurniture to the
best advantage. The gay home-made

curtains at the window, bright pillows and an India

cloth thrown over a battered old table, showed a nice

appreciation of color values. The walls were

attractive with fine paintings and etchings and in one

corner of the room stood a box of statues and

ceramics.You have some lovely things, Penny remarked

admiringly.

The paintings were done by my father. You may

have heard his nameEli Coulter.

Why, he was famous as an artist and sculptor!

Penny exclaimed. You are his daughter?

Yes, but few persons are aware of it. A name isforgotten so
soon. Unknowingly, Amy sighed. My

father was quite noted at the time of his death. That

was only four years ago. It seems a century.

Your fathers paintings will never be forgotten,

Penny assured her earnestly. They will always be

treasured.
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I hope so. Father really sacrificed himself to his

art. He died in poverty.

You have had a difficult time since then?Penny asked kindly.

Yes, but I have no complaint. I shall manage to

get along and I derive a real joy from my

sculptoring.

Your father taught you, I suppose?

All that I know I learned from him. But I can

never equal his work.That remains to be seen, Penny smiled.
You

are only starting your career.

I havent been able to sell any of my work. I am

getting very discouraged. I had hoped to win the five

thousand dollar Huddleson prize, but I failed.

You should have won, Penny declared loyally.

Your entry was by far the best.The judge didnt think so.

Who is Hanley Cron anyhow? Penny scoffed.

Just a newspaper art critic! Do you consider him an

authority?

No, I dont, Amy returned. It was rather odd

that he was named judge of such an important

contest.You see, it doesnt mean a thing.

The five thousand dollars would have meant

something, Amy smiled ruefully. I could use it to

pay my rent and buy new clothes. To say nothing of

taking lessons in art. Im desperate for money.

Cant I loan you a little? Penny offered.
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Oh, no! I have enough to keep going for some

time. I only meant that I could use that prize money

very advantageously.By the way, have you read the morning
papers?

Penny inquired abruptly.

No, I was so busy getting moved that I havent

glanced at a paper for days. I suppose the critics

made fun of my poor entry.

Upon the contrary, the Black Imp was highly

praised. However, I was referring to the theft of
thepainting.

Theft? Amy asked blankly. What painting do

you mean?

Then you havent heard the news, Penny said,

watching her closely.

I havent heard about any painting being stolen.

Surely you dont mean from the Gage Galleries?Yes, a Rembrandt
was taken yesterday afternoon

from the exhibition room. The police believe that

one of the contestants for the Huddleson prize may

have stolen it in spitethe theory sounds silly to

me.

But how was the picture smuggled from the

museum?The police arent sure, but they think a girl

carried it out as a package. She was seen by one of

the guards entering a taxi cab.

Amys face flamed with color. Miss Nichols, are

you trying to tell me that I am under suspicion? she

demanded.
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Penny nodded. Yes, thats why I wanted to talk

with you. The police are looking for you now.

The police! But Ive done nothing wrong. Ididnt take the
painting! How can anyone accuse me

of such a thing?

Its unjust of course. They suspect you because

you left the Galleries only a few minutes before the

theft of the painting was discovered.

But that doesnt prove I took the picture! I had a

right to leave.No one would have thought anything of it,
Amy,

but the guard reported he saw you board a taxi cab

with a flat package under your arm. Probably he was

mistaken.

I did take a package from the museum, the girl

acknowledged, and it was a painting. However, it

was my ownone which I had exhibited there forseveral months.

You didnt show the package to the guard who is

stationed by the door?

No, when I left the building he was not at his

usual post. As I entered the taxi cab I heard someone

call after me but I was upset and I didnt want to go

back. So I just pretended I didnt hear.Its too bad you didnt
return and show the

picture, Penny commented slowly. That would

have cleared you of all suspicion. As it is, youre in

an awkward position.

Dont you think the police will believe my

story?
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If you can prove ityes. I suppose someone at

the Gage Galleries will have a record that the picture

you took was your own.Amy looked frightened. Im afraid not,
she

admitted. You see, the painting was wrapped up for

me to carry home weeks ago. I didnt want to bother

with it so I kept it in my locker in the basement.

Then yesterday I decided to take it with me.

No one saw you go to your locker?

Not to my knowledge. Amy crossed the roomand lifted out a small
picture from her trunk. See,

this is the painting. A vase of flowers. Its very poor

workcertainly about a million miles removed

from a genuine Rembrandt.

In silence Penny studied the painting. She really

was not thinking of it at all. However, she noticed

absently that it was similar in size to the dimensionswhich the
evening papers had given for the stolen

Rembrandt.

You dont think the police will try to send me to

jail? Amy questioned tensely. The accusation is

utterly silly!

Penny did not know how to advise the girl. While

she was inclined to believe Amys story, she wasafraid that
others might not.

Does anyone know of your present address?

she asked Amy.

Only you. I havent even had time to inform the

postoffice of the change.

Then why not remain in hiding for a few days
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until this trouble blows over? Penny proposed after

a moments thought. I shouldnt suggest it only I

feel confident the real thief will be traced soon. Or atleast
new evidence will be uncovered.

I shouldnt like to appear a sneak or a coward. If

I were sure the police would believe me, Id be glad

to go to them and give myself up.

Thats just the point, Amy. You cant tell what

theyre likely to do. And the story is almost certain

to come out in the papers.I shouldnt like publicity, Amy
declared.

Perhaps youre right about hiding.

Id stay off the street if possible, Penny

advised, arising to leave. And it might be a good

idea to take all your meals in.

I shall, Amy promised. Thank you for

bringing me the warning. I appreciate it more than Ican say.

If there are any new developments Ill keep you

posted, Penny said as they parted at the door. The

truth surely will come out within a few days.

She walked back to Pearl Street for her

automobile, but did not drive home. Instead she

turned toward the Gage Galleries.It seems to me the police and
museum

authorities have overlooked one important clue, she

reflected. I cant help thinking that the guard Susan

and I met in the corridor may know something about

the case. At least he should be questioned.

While it was true that a museum official had
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vouched for the honesty of the employee, Penny

could not forget that the man had seemed greatly

embarrassed at the encounter in the dark hall.She was quite
aware that the loss of the valuable

painting really was none of her affair. Nor would

she have taken such a personal interest in the case

had it not been for her acquaintance with Amy

Coulter. She felt that if the girl were to be cleared of

suspicion, someone would have to work in her

behalf.Penny entered the Gage Galleries by the main

front door and spoke to a guard whom she knew by

sight.

Have you heard anything new regarding the

missing Rembrandt?

No, Miss, the man responded politely. The

theft of the painting was a severe loss to themuseum. So far the
police have made no progress in

tracing the crook.

Can you tell me where I can locate a man by the

name of Hoges who is employed here? Penny next

inquired.

You will not find him at the Galleries, Miss.

You mean hes off duty for the day? Pennyasked in
disappointment.

The guards response came as a distinct blow.

No, Miss. Mr. Hoges is away on a months

vacation. He left the city yesterday to travel in the

South.
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CHAPTER V

Behind the Panel

Penny was disheartened at the information. With the

museum attendant out of the city, she could not hope

to be of assistance to Amy Coulter. The situation

looked very dark for the young sculptress unless

other clues regarding the identity of the art thief

were discovered soon.

I wonder if this man Hoges really did go away

on a vacation? Penny mused. He certainly

vanished at the psychological moment!

Giving no hint of what was in her mind, she

politely thanked the guard for the information and

returned home. After leaving her packages she

called upon Susan to relate the adventures of the

day.

I think you were wise to tell Amy to hide,

Susan approved. We know her story is true, but it

doesnt sound that way.

Penny was not certain that her father would take a

similar viewpoint. She intended to tell him about
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Amy that evening and ask his advice regarding the

situation, but directly after dinner Mr. Nichols

isolated himself in his study, devoting himself to anew case
upon which he was working.

In the morning at breakfast Penny did manage to

bring up the subject, but Mr. Nichols listened

inattentively as he sipped his coffee.

I dont believe you heard a word I said, Penny

complained finally.

What was that? Oh, yes, I did. You were sayingsomething about
Amy Coulter.

Never mind, Penny sighed. I can tell your

mind is a million miles away tracking down a

wicked criminal.

I hope the villain hasnt gone that far, Mr.

Nichols chuckled. Oh, by the way, you might tell

Mrs. Gallup Ill not be home for dinner.Penny regarded her father
severely.

Dad, have you forgotten what day this is.

Tuesday the twentieth.

This is the night of Mrs. Archibald Dillons big

reception.

The detective looked disconcerted. I forgot all

about it, he admitted. How I hate those affairsunless Im there
on a salary watching for gem

thieves! Mrs. Dillon is the worst social climber in

Belton City.

Just the same we accepted this invitation and

well have to go, Penny said sternly.

I cant make it. I have important work to do.
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But Dad

You go alone, Penny, and do the honors for the

family. Tell Mrs. Dillon that I came down withcroup most
unexpectedly. Tell her anything you like,

only count me out.

Shell never forgive you if you dont go. Cant

you possibly make it?

Mr. Nichols frowned in annoyance. I suppose I

might be able to drop around late in the evening.

Possibly in time to take you home.That would be better than not
attending at all.

All right, well leave it that way then. Ill meet

you about eleven oclock tonight at Mrs. Dillons.

The detective hastily kissed his daughter goodbye

and hurried away to the office.

Penny did not look forward to the coming party.

While Mrs. Dillons receptions were alwayselaborate, usually they
were boring. Susan had not

been invited and she doubted that many young

people would attend.

Penny sighed as she reflected that she might have

spent a pleasant evening with a book. But she

brightened a trifle as it occurred to her that the party

would give her an opportunity to wear her new blueevening gown
and silver slippers.

Eight oclock found her en route to the Dillon

residence in a taxi. The car swung into a curving

drive and halted in front of an imposing, white

colonial house. A liveried servant opened the

automobile door for her and Penny joined several
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other guests who were entering the marble hallway.

Miss Penelope Nichols, announced a servant.

It was all very formal and made Penny feelslightly ill at ease.
She paused dutifully to greet her

hostess.

Mrs. Archibald Dillon, a plump woman, well past

middle age, was gowned in an elegant beaded dress,

low-cut and far too conspicuous for the occasion.

She had acquired wealth through marriage, but

while she was active in many clubs and varioustypes of charity
work, she had never been able to

achieve her social ambitions.

My dear, didnt your father come with you? she

inquired, giving Pennys hand a slight pressure.

No, Mrs. Dillon, he was detained at the office on

an important case. However, he will surely drop in

before the evening is over.Penny selected a chair in a quiet
corner of the

reception room and surveyed the throng. She saw

few persons she actually knew although many she

recognized from having seen their photographs in

the newspapers. A long line of chairs along the north

wall was completely unoccupied. Apparently, Mrs.

Dillon had expected far more guests than hadarrived.

A listless orchestra played for dancing, but only a

few couples were moving about the floor. There

were no young people present. The only interesting

feature of the party was the expensive costumes of

the guests. Many of the women wore elaborate
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evening gowns of velvet and bright silk, adorning

themselves with glittering diamonds, which

however, could not compete with a string ofmatched pearls
proudly displayed by the hostess.

This party resembles a style show, Penny

thought. As far as Im concerned its going to be a

big flop.

Mrs. Dillon presently left her post near the door

and circulated among her guests, trying to create a

false air of conviviality. Noticing that Penny satalone, she
came over to her.

My dear, arent you dancing? I shall find a nice

partner for you.

Before Penny could protest, the woman hurried

away, returning almost immediately accompanied

by a man in evening dress. Penny was dismayed to

recognize Hanley Cron. Upon seeing her, he paused,and a look of
keen displeasure crossed his face.

Unaware that she was creating an awkward

situation, Mrs. Dillon gushingly introduced the two.

Hanley Cron bowed coldly.

Weve met before, Penny said.

Oh! Then youre old friends.

Penny politely refrained from comment, butHanley Cron said
coldly, in a tone which made his

meaning very clear:

Hardly that.

Acquaintances I should have said, Mrs. Dillon

murmured in embarrassment.

You will pardon me I hope, Hanley Cron
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observed aloofly. Turning his back upon Penny he

walked away.

Oh, my dear, Im terribly sorry, Mrs. Dillonfluttered. Ill find
you another partner.

Pleasedont, Penny pleaded. I really have no

wish to dance at all.

Of course, if thats the way you feel

It is, Mrs. Dillon. I really am enjoying myself

just watching the others.

Pennys statement was not quite true, for she hadderived no
pleasure from the party, and the rebuff

she had received was quite enough to make her wish

that she had remained at home. However, the reply

served to satisfy the woman and she mercifully

moved on to talk with another guest.

Hanley Cron is the most ill-mannered man I ever

met, Penny thought indignantly. I wish Dad wouldcome, then I
could go home.

Her eyes smoldered wrathfully as she watched the

art critic talking with a group of people near the

refreshment table. She knew it was silly to allow

herself to become annoyed because of his insulting

manner, yet it was quite impossible to dismiss the

man from her mind.Not wishing to even see him again that
evening,

she arose and explored the veranda. It was crowded

so she came indoors again and wandered through the

rooms adjoining the reception hall. The library was

entirely deserted.

Penny peered with interest at the books which
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lined the wall cases. Most of them did not appear to

have ever been used. Selecting one at random she

curled herself comfortably in an upholstered chair,sitting with
her back to the door.

Ill just stay in here for an hour or so and read,

she decided. No one will miss me.

The book was interesting and when Penny

glanced at the little clock on the table she was

surprised to see that it was nearly eleven oclock.

Dad should be coming along soon, she toldherself. Hell be
wondering what became of me.

Reluctantly she closed the book. Before she could

leave her chair to put it away she heard voices just

outside the library door.

Mrs. Dillon and a feminine guest entered the

room. They were talking in low tones.

I havent told a soul except you, Mrs. Dillondeclared. Before I
show you my treasure, you must

promise never to reveal my secret. I shouldnt care

to be arrested.

Of course I promise, the other agreed.

Neither of the women was aware of Pennys

presence in the library for she was concealed behind

the high back of the chair. The girl hesitated toreveal herself,
for already she had heard enough to

cause Mrs. Dillon embarrassment. She decided to

remain where she was and keep quiet.

Mrs. Dillon carefully closed the library door and

to Pennys amazement, locked it.

I dont want to risk having anyone come in, she
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explained to her companion. As it is, my husband is

quite provoked at me for making the purchase. It

was such a wonderful bargain I couldnt resist. Buthe is afraid
someone will learn of it.

You did take a chance in buying it, the other

woman remarked.

Oh, the trouble will soon blow over and if I

should be caught I can always plead innocence. The

dealer assured me I could sell it at any time for twice

what I paid.The floor creaked beneath Mrs. Dillons weight

as she crossed the room. The woman halted in front

of a large picture which hung over the mantel. By

this time Penny was overcome with curiosity.

Risking detection, she peeped out from behind her

chair.

Mrs. Dillon reached up and jerked a long silkenrope which was
suspended from the picture.

Immediately it swung aside, revealing a hidden

opening in the wall.

Mrs. Dillon drew back a blue velvet curtain and

waited expectantly for her friends praise. Exposed

to view was a small oil painting.

Penny recognized it as the stolen Rembrandt.
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CHAPTER VI

A Holdup

Well, what do you think of it, my dear? Mrs.

Dillon questioned eagerly.

Beautiful! the guest praised, stepping back a

pace that she might view the painting to better

advantage. How fortunate you are to own such a

picture.Ive always craved to possess a genuine

masterpiece, Mrs. Dillon declared enthusiastically.

It gives one prestige.

And you say this is a Rembrandt, Mrs. Dillon?

the other asked. It must have cost you a pretty

penny.

It did, but at that I consider the painting a greatbargain. The
dealer assured me that if I wished to

dispose of it at any time he would promise to find an

immediate purchaser.

Undoubtedly, you made a fine deal, Mrs.

Dillons friend acknowledged. From whom did you

buy the picture?
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I cant tell you that. I pledged myself not to

reveal his identity.

Oh, I see. But you are quite sure you can dependupon the dealers
word?

Yes, indeed. I hope you dont think Id allow

myself to be taken in

Oh, no, certainly not. Only Ive heard it said that

unscrupulous dealers sometimes resort to tricks.

I pride myself upon having a streak of Yankee

shrewdness, Mrs. Dillon said, and I do know art.When I saw this
picture I recognized it instantly as

one I had seen at the Gage Galleries. Of course, the

dealer didnt claim it was the genuine Rembrandt

quite the contrary.

Then arent you afraid?

Not in the least, Mrs. Dillon interrupted.

Naturally, the dealer wouldnt subject himself toarrest by
acknowledging that he was selling stolen

property.

The painting is a very fine one, the other

woman declared, but I cant say I should care to

own it myself. Youll never be able to display it

openly.

Perhaps not, but I can show it privately to myfriends and Ill
derive satisfaction just from knowing

I own it.

But if the police should suspect

They wont, unless someone reports me. So far

you are the only person who knows that I have the

painting.
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Oh, you may trust me, Mrs. Dillon. Ill never

give you away.

If the picture should ever be traced to me I canalways claim
that I was an innocent purchaser,

Mrs. Dillon chuckled. In fact, I dont know that this

is the same picture that was taken from the Gage

Galleries. The dealer didnt tell me that it was an

original.

Youre very shrewd, the other woman praised.

Mrs. Dillon carefully drew the velvet curtain overthe painting
and closed the panel. As the two women

moved toward the door they passed close to Pennys

chair. The girl held her breath, fearing detection.

She had not meant to be an eavesdropper, but the

nature of Mrs. Dillons conversation had made it

impossible to reveal her presence in the room

without creating a difficult scene. However, shouldshe be
discovered now, crouching behind the back

of the chair, the situation would prove even more

embarrassing.

We must return to the others before were

missed, Mrs. Dillon said, unlocking the door.

The two women went out, and Penny heard a

slight metallic click which at the moment did notstrike her as
having any significance. As the door

closed she quickly arose from her chair.

Penny was dismayed at what she had seen and

heard. It was difficult for her to believe that Mrs.

Dillon owned the painting which had been stolen

from the Gage Galleries. From the conversation she
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felt quite sure that the society woman had purchased

the picture from a dishonest dealer who undoubtedly

had received it from the original thief. Yet Mrs.Dillon had
knowingly purchased stolen property and

so in effect was an accessory to the crime.

She must be crazy to involve herself in a deal

like that, Penny thought. If the police learn she has

the painting theyll confiscate it and arrest her.

Penny realized that she had it within her power to

expose Mrs. Dillon. Even though she were a guest inthe society
womans home, it was really her duty to

reveal her findings to the police.

From her hiding place behind the chair, Penny

had not been able to secure a very good view of the

painting. She was eager to examine it at close range.

Did she dare open the panel? She decided to take

the chance. Jerking at the long silken rope as she hadseen Mrs.
Dillon do, the girl was gratified to observe

the sham picture above the mantel swing slowly

back to reveal the hidden panel.

Penny quickly drew aside the velvet curtain

which protected the stolen Rembrandt.

The painting was one of the lesser known works

of the famous artist, a picture of a child. Pennysnapped on the
electric light that she might view it

to better advantage.

At first glance the painting was very impressive,

but as the girl studied it more critically, she was

assailed with doubt. The picture did not seem to

have the character or strength commonly associated
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with great works of art. The draftmanship seemed

mechanical, the color lacked depth.

I wonder if it really is a genuine Rembrandt?Penny thought.

The longer she gazed at it the more convinced she

became that the picture was merely a clever

imitation. She wished that Amy Coulter were there

to offer an opinion. Penny did not trust her own

judgment. Her knowledge of art was so slight that

she might be mistaken in considering the Rembrandta fraud.

Closing the panel, Penny sat down for an instant

to think. She knew she had made an important

discovery, one which easily could cause Mrs. Dillon

serious trouble should she report her findings to the

police. Upon the other hand, the society woman was

an important personage of Belton City with manyinfluential
friends, and should she be falsely arrested

the trouble would descend like an avalanche upon

the head of Penny Nichols.

Ill have to move cautiously, the girl reflected.

Its no crime to own a copy of a stolen painting. If

this picture is a fake, the police would have no case

against Mrs. Dillon.The problem was too deep for Penny. She

decided to reveal to no one the discovery she had

made until after she had discussed the matter with

her father. Quickly, she arose and went to the door.

To her surprise it did not open when she turned

the knob. It took an instant for the truth to dawn
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upon her. The door was locked!

Mrs. Dillon must have turned the key when she

went out, Penny thought, recalling that she hadheard a slight
metallic click. Now I am in it!

She considered calling for help but immediately

abandoned the idea. It would be difficult to explain

how she had been locked in the library without

revealing the true details. And Mrs. Dillon would

instantly suspect that she had seen the hidden

painting.The room had two windows looking out upon the

front lawn. Directly beneath was a cultivated bed of

flowers which Penny decided must be sacrificed if

necessary to the occasion. She switched out the

electric lights, and raising one of the windows

peered in both directions to see that the coast was

clear.Quickly she climbed over the sill, hung by her

fingers tips for an instant, then dropped lightly down

to the ground, crushing several choice plants

underfoot.

Before she could turn she felt her arms pinioned

behind her back in a grasp of steel.

Not so fast, young lady! said a gruff voice.Penny whirled around
to face the man who had

captured her. She began to laugh.

Dad!

Penny! I thought I had caught a young lady

burglar. What are you trying to do?

Escape from the library.
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So I observe. But have you any objection to

using a door? In polite society I believe thats the

accepted method of leaving a house.The library door was locked,
Penny explained

hastily. And I have good reason for wanting to get

away without being seen by anyone.

In that case, always close the window after you,

Mr. Nichols chuckled. Here, Ill boost you up and

you can pull it down.

After Penny had lowered the sash, they hurriedlymoved away from
the window.

Now tell me all about it, the detective invited.

Did you lose your bag of loot?

You know very well I wasnt doing anything I

shouldnt, Penny countered, but you nearly

frightened me to death when you nabbed me.

I just happened to see you climbing out of thewindow as I came
up the path, the detective smiled.

I thought perhaps someone was escaping with the

family jewels.

Speaking of jewelry, theres plenty of it around

tonight. The ballroom is fairly ablaze with it.

Never mind the jewelry, Mr. Nichols said.

What were you doing in the library?Leading her father to a
secluded stone bench in

the garden, Penny related all that she had seen and

heard.

I wish you could see the picture, she ended.

Im almost certain its a fake. If I can smuggle you

into the library, will you look at it?
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No, Penny, I will not. You seem to forget that

were guests of Mrs. Dillon.

Yes, but if she has the stolen Rembrandt in herpossession, isnt
it our duty to notify the police?

Do you know that she has the stolen painting?

No, in fact I rather suspect shes been cheated by

a dishonest dealer.

In that event, youd only stir up a hornets nest

without doing a particle of good. In fact, exposing

Mrs. Dillon might give the real thief a warning to lielow.

How do you mean, Dad?

Why, the moment Mrs. Dillon is arrested, the

dealer from whom she purchased the picture will

disappear. Then there will be no way to trace the

real thief.

Youre assuming that the dealer and the thiefworked together even
though the painting which

Mrs. Dillon bought may have been a fake.

Its quite possible, Penny. Some day when the

time is more opportune, Ill explain to you how

picture thieves work their racket. For the moment I

wish youd accept my opinion that this case is

packed with dynamite. My advice to you is to bevery sure of what
youre doing before you start any

action.

I guess youre right, Penny agreed. Ill not do

anything rash.

The case may shake down in a few days, Mr.

Nichols went on. In the meantime, Mrs. Dillon isnt
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going to dispose of her picture. Shell not find it as

easy to sell as she anticipates.

The detective arose from the bench after glancingat his
watch.

Well have to go inside now, he said, or the

party will be over.

They entered the house and after wandering about

for a few minutes encountered Mrs. Dillon. She

greeted the detective cordially and the smile she

bestowed upon Penny disclosed that she had noteven noticed the
girls long absence from the

ballroom.

How do you like her? Penny whispered to her

father as they sought the refreshment table.

The detective shrugged. She serves very good

punch.

Mr. Nichols knew nearly all of the guests, eitherpersonally or
by reputation. Penny noticed that as he

appeared to talk casually with one person after

another, actually he was surveying the throng

somewhat critically.

You were right about the jewelry, he said in an

undertone to his daughter. That necklace Mrs.

Dillon is wearing must be worth at least a cool tenthousand
dollars.

I should think shed be afraid of losing it,

Penny commented.

Oh, its probably insured for all its worth, Mr.

Nichols returned casually.

The orchestra had struck up again and as other
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couples went out on the floor, Penny tugged at her

fathers sleeve.

Come on, Dad. Lets dance.You know I hate it, Penny.

Just one, she pleaded. Ive had no fun at all

this evening.

Oh, all right, he gave in. But remember, one

dance is the limit.

That depends upon how many times you step on

my feet, Penny laughed.Actually, Christopher Nichols was a far
better

dancer than he imagined himself to be. His steps

were introduced in a mechanical routine which

sometimes annoyed Penny, but otherwise he made

an excellent partner, gliding smoothly over the floor

with the ease and grace of a young man.

How am I doing? he mumbled in his daughtersear as he whirled her
deftly about to avoid striking

another couple.

Not bad at all, Penny responded, smiling.

Consider yourself engaged for the next dance.

Only one I said. I dont want to be laid up with

rheumatism tomorrow.

Rheumatism! Penny scoffed.She had spoken the word in an ordinary
tone but

it sounded as if she had shouted it for the music

ended unexpectedly in the middle of a strain, trailing

off into discordant tones. The amazed dancers

halted, looking toward the orchestra to see what was

wrong.
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Penny felt the arm which her father held about

her waist stiffen. A scream of terror rippled over the

room.Two men with white handkerchiefs pulled over

their faces, had entered the ballroom through the

double French doors opening into the garden. They

trained their revolvers upon the dancers.

This is a stick-up! one announced grimly. Put

up your hands and stand against the north wall!
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CHAPTER VII

An Invitation to Lunch

Penny and her father were forced to line up with the

other guests. They stood against the north wall, their

hands held above their head. Members of the

orchestra and servants were compelled to obey the

order. While one of the holdup men covered the

crowd with his revolver, the other moved swiftlyfrom person to
person collecting jewelry, watches

and money.

Penny saw Mrs. Dillon, pale and frightened,

trying to drop her pearl necklace into a flower pot,

but she was not quick enough. The holdup man

jerked the string from her hand.

Oh, no you dont, lady, he snarled. He admiredthe pearls an
instant before dropping them into a

small cloth bag which he carried.

Penny stood next in line. She wore no jewelry

save an inexpensive brooch which had belonged to

her mother. Tears came into her eyes as the thief

jerked it from her dress.
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Oh, please dont take that she began.

Make no resistance, Mr. Nichols ordered curtly.

Penny relapsed into silence. She was a triflepuzzled at her
fathers attitude for she had always

imagined that in such a situation he would be the

first to fly into action.

The holdup man paused in front of the detective.

Your money and valuables, he commanded.

Help yourself, the detective invited cheerfully.

As the holdup man reached into an inside pocket,Mr. Nichols fist
shot out, catching him squarely

under the jaw. The startled thief staggered back and

dropped his bag of loot. Before he could recover

from the blow, the detective wrenched the revolver

from his grasp.

Look out! Penny screamed. From the opposite

side of the room the other holdup man was takingcareful aim at
the detective.

Mr. Nichols whirled and fired. The shot buried

itself in the wall, but it was close enough to the

crook to warn him that the detective was no amateur

at handling firearms.

Scram! he yelled warningly to his companion.

They fled into the garden with the detective inclose pursuit.
The two thieves were too hard pressed

to give any thought to the lost bag of loot. Several

shots were exchanged but the men succeeded in

reaching their car which was parked in the driveway.

The engine roared as they sped away. Springing into

his own automobile, Nichols took up the pursuit but
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he soon abandoned it as useless, returning to the

house.

There he telephoned the police, offering not onlythe license
number of the fleeing automobile but a

detailed description of the men.

The radio cruiser ought to pick them up in a few

minutes, he told Penny.

While a curious crowd gathered about he took a

knife and extracted the bullet which had been fired

into the wall.What will you do with that? someone

questioned.

Keep it for evidence, he explained. And this

revolver as well, although now that Ive used it, all

fingermarks probably have been obliterated.

The women were clamoring for their lost jewelry,

so with Pennys assistance, the detective distributedthe
articles.

I feel just like Santa Claus taking presents out of

my pack, he declared jokingly. Heres your

brooch, Penny. Did you think you were going to lose

it?

Yes, I did, Dad. I saw red when that man tore it

off my dress.So did I.

You certainly didnt show it. You advised me to

make no resistance.

That was because I didnt want you to be shot.

Then you turned right around a second later and

took a big chance yourself. You might have been


	
8/3/201





					
LOAD MORE                                    

            


            
                
                

                

                
                
                                

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            NICHOLS BROCHURE

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MMLIMP - MML IMP - MML

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols GI 09.ppt

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Sintonizacion Ziegler Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Penny 10032011

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Mr. Michel Amicus Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            JOHN NICHOLS THE NICHOLS COMPANY 13231 Statesville Road€¦ · 13231 Statesville Road Huntersville, NC 28078 JOHN NICHOLS [email protected] THE NICHOLS COMPANY (O) 704.373.9797

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Carta de Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            Mary Nichols - Eklablog

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            
                                                        

                        
                        
                            6A Tammy Nichols

                            Education
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            IMP - MML IMP - MML de Zonificacion3/2 Cieneguilla.pdf · imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mmlimp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols jason 4.4

                            Career
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols Comlications Lecture

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            imp ant . imp ant . imp 11

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP ... de Zonif Abril... · imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml imp - mml municipalidad metropolitana de lima instituto metropolitano

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            penny 24062015

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Bill Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Proiect PENNY

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols Galne Grief

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols Mill

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Altieri Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            IMP - MMLIMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - …

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Penny Lave

                            Travel
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Penny Fab WIP=1 The Penny Fab The Penny Fab (WIP=1) Time = 0 hours

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            El Ermitaño. Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            25'(1$1=$ 1 IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP ...munirimac.gob.pe/portal/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/PLANO-DE... · IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MMLIMP -

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols Road CMA

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Ajuste PID Ziegler Nichols

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Nichols n Isopropyl Lysergamide

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                            
                                                            

                                                        

                        
                        
                            Av. LOS CASTANOS IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML ... · IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MMLIMP - MML IMP - MML IMP - MML IMP -IMP - MML IMP - MML NOTAS (1) El

                            Documents
                        

                    

                                            

        

    


















    
        
            	About us
	Contact us
	Term
	DMCA
	Privacy Policy


            	English
	Français
	Español
	Deutsch



            
                

				STARTUP - SHARE TO SUCCESS

				            

        

    















